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C.L.‘: Let's start at the very beginning. I would like to know what were your first

q missions. You were a courier for the Polish Government in exile.
& \ (5\\3‘

K. Yes. Por most of the war I was a liaison officer between the leadei'ship of various

UL TS

segments of the Polish underground , and then a courier between political

parties, from time to time the home army, delegate of the Government and the
Pol‘ish Government in exile. In this canacity I

first T was sent to Anger, France,

in November 1940.
C.L.: From Warsav.
K. From Varsaw - carrﬁng messages to the Polish Government ...
../ They broke my jaw. I have no teeth - I don't like to talk about it. I don't
hear well. Thesr vere beating me, quite interrogating me. They were beating me with
3 hoses behind the ear.)
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K. Wé1~1,g;£$d\oWas a 1i£t1e hoke in Sloval;ia‘ and their methods of interrogation
,‘lvvore rath;r primitive - beating, beating, beating. SS men interrogated me, I was
supposed to look at him and answer his questions without delay. And then behind

e

;e', 1T I .éﬁpﬁdd, if I tried to think they would beaf me here. Apparently this is
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a painful place.

.t On your teeth?

And then they beat me on my teeth, they broke my jaw, they broke my ribs. I
couldn't take it any more. My bad luck was that they had the Leica . They knew
that I was, from their standpoint evidently, a spy. I was sure that it was
developed, totally. It wasn't. Mainly, apparently, water did not come to the end
and some last 4 or 5 squares, like 38 or something squares, at a certain point SS
officer brings it and he says "What is this?". Thinking that everything was
destroyed my explanation was "I am not concerned with the war, I have a girlfriend
in Switzerland, I lived in Switzerland before (which was true - I gave correct
name, street, whatsoever) and I want to escape from Poland, live in Switzerland,
get out of this mess. I have nothing against Germans, I don't want to live in
Poland, I have had enough of it. I found a man who told me, Give it in Geneva
to somebody". 1 gave a name - fictional. "What'is inside?" I asked. "Pictures

of the ruins of Warsaw. There is nothing else in this film ." For this he gave
me money, and promised that his friend in Switzerland would pay me for it. This
is why I have this film ." The 55 man now takes it from his drawer, atretches,
gives me a magnifying glass and says nRead it". And then to my horror I see the

last 4 or 5 squares, not even coded, pure, clear, text, of some report which was
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insignificant. Names only, first letters. And then he eaya "You are lying". So
then, - beating, beating, beating. "You must tell us who you are, and who sent you."
He was no doubt a cultured man, young, good-looking, efficient, whatsoever. His
point was, "You are in the Polish underground, we want to get in touch with your
leaders. We want to have some settlement, we are not interested in killing the Poles,
we are not interested in deatroying your elite, we must find some accomodation so
that the Poles will not fight us any more. The war is practically over, it does
not make any sense. For this you must enable us to get in touch with your authorities".
I was playing the role of being stupid, I did not know anything. Now, I could not
take it any more. In my shoe I had a blade- very primitive at that time. I cut
both my hands. This is after a cosmetic operation, eventually, in 1943. So at that
time it was . They saved me. Apparently they considered thatf5ﬂscknv was not
gafe for me. They sent me back to Poland, by car, with 2 Gestapo with me. I had

good luck, they sent ne to Novisonc , from where 1 departed and where I had
a liaison girl who was responsible for my trip. They sent me to a prison hospital
with Gestapo. Every 8 hours they were changing‘and treating me, I was badly hurt,
my hands were this.

You were very important for them.
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Yes; they wanted to save me, apparently, for confrontations. So my point was,

I had learned it was fJOV\SOhtia how to establish contact with the girl.I succeeded.
First, there was a doctor, whose name is SWOE‘\ ‘)owsk\.. He s8till lives in Poland,

I gaw him after the war. When he treated my hands he just whispered to me "You

are very sick. Simulate that you are very sick. 3tay in the hogpital as long as
possible. We will try to do something." So I understood, and I was mortally

sick all the time. Then I wanted to go to confession ~ "I have committed a mortal
sin, I want to go to confession”. In that hospital there vas a chapel, and the
Gestapo agreed. So, on wheels, I went to mass, and to confesaion. And then I played
a luck.(?) A priest, whatever I say is safe. I confessed, got abgolution, and then
I stayed. Slovak language is very similar to Polish, and I don't know Slovak. In
Polish 1 whisnered‘ﬁfhther, I have more to say." "What?" "Somebody has to go,

such is the name, such is the address. There will be a young lady ~tell her what

happens here.

/1 am Vitold. Tell her Vitold is' here. Nothing else. (Ny pseudonym at that time).

The father answered, "My son, this is confession, this is not politics. You have

no right to ask me this." But then he said "Well, I will think about it".

, “&y/’? ¥t -

Two or three days later a nNUnN éomes - they were allowed' - she approached my bed....

e e =
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Two or three days later a nun enters my room — they were allowed to serve the
hospitals. She brought me some apnles, some cookies. She aporoaches my bed, and

1 recommise her. It was my liaison girl. She put everything down and whisvered to
me "Yusek notified". Yusek was at that time the most prominent Socialist leader -
Yusef SUIT»hk\ud}ot . After the war he served for 18 years as the prime minister
of Poland.

He was in Auschwitz too.

Yes, the same one. He organised my escape. I whispered now to the nun, the liaison
girl "Do everything, whatever they want. I cannot go back to the Gestapo. 1
cannot take torture any longer. Bither let them save me or let them give me cyanide.

Cyanide, poison?

Poison. She returned again, 2 days or whatever it was, brought me some fruit, put

her hand under ﬁhe pilloﬁ, "Thig is cyanide” Very well organised, this is a pill,
taped vitﬁ ﬁair around it. She whispers "Put it under your groin. Don't use it.
Yusek told me they will try to save you. Only in extreme take it."

He sgved me. Very simply, apparently what I learned later, one of the Gestano

men was a so-called 'Volksdeutscher'. They bought him, gave him some false documents,
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mohey. He ran also . He did not see that, some few nights (1ater?),
on a signal from Dr Swa\J-\wvtsE\" I had to take off all my clothes, naked, get out
of my room, cross the corridor, approach a window - the window would be open - and
jump! Without thinking o?énything else.

C.L.: Completely naked?

K. Completely naked. I jumped down, it must have been about the second floor, and some
men with clothes took me to the river, to a boat. I thanked them profusely for
saving my life. The guy who later :became my friend said "Don't thank us too much,
we had orders to save you, but if there were complications, to shoot you. 30
that's all right, you were lucky." They took me to a little estate which the
Germans allowed to function and I spent some 3 months there, first to recover, but
secondly because we had a rule in the underground that once you were arrested by
Gestapo and then you escaped, you had to pass through a 'quarantine' period. You
are not 'cautious' and we have to check on you, observe if you are followed,
perhaps you are a double agent. So 3 months passed and 1 recovered completely. I
wanted to o back but they kept me over there. Tﬁen they said All right, and sent
me back to Cracow, where I spent some 4 or 5 months. This was now 1940. Then in
Cracow arrests took.plac'e. In fact the then commander of Cracow, was Bbrkohofi"f\'k\'.
S0 he left Cracow, went to Warsaw and became the deputy cémﬁander—infchief. Eventually,
when RO}JQ/‘KE\ ;ras afrested in July 1943 he became commandef—in—ck')ief. He writes
agout me in this book here, of‘this mission. He left Cracqw, and I left Cracow’
as well. Then came gdrmh\inw(@.ln April, I remember at Eé.ster timeGOYQh\t§t\dROt (was?)
arrested. I had the higheat admiration for him. He had saved my life. Ae a matter
of fact I volunteered. ta the Polish Socialist party that if there was a rescue
squad I must be in it. He saved my life, I must contribute gomething to him. They

rejected this, they said "You are intelligentsia and this is a rough, tough job.
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You are not godd for this kind of thing".

K. In the summer of 1942 1 was_thinking about continuing my service as a courier.

whstans

Among others, 1 approached the delegate of the Polish Government in the undereround -
at that time it was a certain Professor z;cokamkiwf\%. He said "Yes, if you want
to go it is. & little dangerous because you are marked, your wrists are still

recognisable, and of course the Gestapo knows you escaped. But perhaps it will

*® work. As a matter of fact, the Socialist leader, Pdan»k , was againgt sending

& me, but I insisted and they agreed. So I went, in the same character, apnroaching

the leadershin of every maJor polltlcal partv - Peasant Party, Soc1a)1s+ Party,

e ots ———inn
s -
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Natlonallst Party, Chrlstlan Labour Partv - with messages from the de]epate of

et e Ve i £ et

the Government Everyone had the rlght to ask me to deliver ‘their ‘messages, e1thor

ARSIV A AT e A

to their proups in LondoP, %f even to individuals. They trusted my memory, and they
gfusted my honesty, that I woﬁ%i not make any intrigues.
C.L.:- You did not make anj notes, everything was memorised?
K. None whatsoever, evrything was in my head. Except one thing: this was in 1942.
| Already our eqﬁipmént'vas better, already the Americans and British supplied us.
I did take mainly microfilm. The size was like American matches, some 3 matches
put together. It wﬁslmelted into a small key, and then melted back. MZN?}?SiGQ”
QEHLjP.h°1a the key,"éémpletely unrecognisable. This I succeeded in carrving with
''me - 1 wasvnefer arrested during that time. In London, when they develonped that
microfilm, 1t répresgntéd 400 typed pages. Such technique was already developed
(vy the) Americans, who had entered the piéture and already helped us. So this was

the only message. Of course I had not the slightest idea of what was in that kev,

I only held it. If there was danger, of course I would have thrown it awayv. Other-
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wigse it was only my memory. When I agreed, and started to circulate between political

parties and the volitical council — we had a council of the political narties
f 2)
that—g~courter-goes, apparently he is reliable, they learned about me. So the

JUPRTSENES

» Jewigh leaders had their own underground movement. In Poland you had a hundred tyves
of Jews - assimilated, non-assimilated, organised - well 1 sume you know, they
had a multitude of political parties, groups, orientations, etc. The most

wfincoge -
important groups were the Bund and the Zionists.' Politically, both of them were

incnrporated into the apparatus of the delegate, but they were senarate. Thev

had their own organisation.
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K. At a certain point the information came from the delegate of the Government
: ﬁ .
that Jewish leaderé wanted to see q:? apparently they wanted to use my services.
Y WOt ik O S W ST 8 ¢ e -
Did/E want to see them? "Yes, I will", Neetings were arranged, and I met them
twice.:]
R I ot
S

C.L.: When was this?
K. October 1942. At the beginning.

c.L.: At that time the situation of the Jews of Warsaw was catastrophic,.

o b e 8 I

K. Yes.‘z?is was at the beplnning of Octobpr of course, possibly the end of

Sentember. By that tlme the Jewish ghettoes in Warsaw, which originally cnns1sted

) Sl

of anprOximately 400 000 Jews, over 300 000 were a]ready deportedbetween Tuly

T s e i T

and August and September. In the ghetto at that time there were apnrox1mato1v

50 000 Jews left. |
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C.L.: All the others had already been gassed in Treblinka.

K. Yes. As a matter of fact, at that time there were some 4 ghettoes within the walls
of‘the original ghetto. In some parts the Aryans could move. Other parts were
empty, nobody wanted to live in Diepel . The most important was the so-called
Central ghetto, around the Platz Muranovsky, 1 don't know if you vigited it. This

B
was the part I was smuggled into§ So now for the meeting%:lA meeting was arranped
;k£> 0. !C) -
f there were 2 gentlemen and it was very formal at the beginning. They introduced

- ¢to
themselves' "I represent for the oake of this meeting, the Bund"; "I renresent the

P gt e el

e b 1

Zionists".
M

C.L.: They did not give their names?

K. Nobody gave thelr names. Only Polish leaders - I knew them, I was in contact

A viart 5

several times - but nobody was supposed to introduce themself, nobody was supposed
to know my name. We had pseudonyms only with the Polish leaders.

C.L.: Because you knew them.
K. Yes, I knew who they were. Now, those 2 gentlemen. I was never involved in Jewish

VR
affairs - as you know, I am not a Jew. So I did not know them, naturally. Fe—thts

.day I do-nbtvknow their names. Oply after the war, in all Po}ish publications, they
mention that the man who represented Bund was Feiner.
C.L.: Leon Feiner.
K. Yes. I never knew knyw during the war. Even when I reported to London I did net
report the name. ﬁTﬁé authorised leader of Bund told me this and this". Then

the Zionists, in the Polish publications after the war they gaid he was Bermann.

C.L.: Bermann. ’O

———

W R

K. They introduced themselvesl-?nd then they told me "We know about you, we know

know you are go1ng to London. We also have messages. Will you take messages from

o e R P AT o 3 e AR

us? Wé are Polish citigzens, we feel we are entitled to the service, but this is

up to you, MrVitold " - this was my pseudonym. I said Yes, I wouldj Then they
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presented their demandse

Celae: Can you debcgihe the meeting, the,%\men? Did it take place in the ghetto?.

K. No. Two houbes{ouhs1de the phetto\i{%cy dld not live in the gheito@egge
Zionist leader never went with me to the ghetto. On my 2 visits to the Worsaw
_chetto the Bund leader acgompanied me. Feiner, the Zionist leader, 1 never
met. [ never een met the Bund leader again after those two meetinrs.

Celies let's come back to the first meeting. |

(&)

K.w:It Was 1n some old house, cold — it was the beginning of October - they

were well-dressed, relatively indistinguishable from the rest of the Aryan

area. During the meeting, at various points, they broke down. They were

of ccurse exiled, frustrated, shouting, whispering, walking through the

rooms, and thev were describing their demands, what they wanted. Now I

¢o back in my memory to another world. D¢ you want me to deal now with those

2 sessions, or with the ghetto?
Cul.: No, the 2 sessions. What did they specifically ask you to report to the world?
K. They #ave me several messages. Some, one of them, only to the President

of" the Polish Republic,VVfaLEkbuﬁob . They spvecifically forbéde me to discuss
e - ""“"‘-ﬂv.vﬁ

the subject with the Jewish 1eaders{in Londo&. Mainly they were afraid that
in their zeal, despair and frustrat;;;“;L;;whlﬁht complicate the problem.
The problem was, the Germans are physically exterminating the Jews. From
what we know, this will continue regardless of the outcome of the war.
Oohhxu-'-\clrp‘*

(nn » humanitarian basis -~ the Zionist, 1ns&denta11y, inter jected "Christianity
has rocts in Judaism" ~ "we feel entitled to expect protection from the
Vatican. Sanctions must be applied against Catholics who take, directly
or indirectly, any part in Jewish exterminationr

C.L.: Did they give you the feeling, or did they themselves have the feeling
that whot was at stake was exterminaticn, not of individuals but of the

whole of the Jewish pecple?

K. Both of them. They had no doubts about it. The most outspoken was the
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Bund lexdere in this respect.
Cebes Yhat did he say?

K. "The majority ¢f Poles consider themselves Catholic" -~ I repeat now their
¥ reaction - "However, there are very many Germans, German officials, who
not only are born Catholics, but consider themselves still Catholics. As
a matter of tact, Hitler was a born Catholic. From what we know about your
Catholic church, we understand the Pope has jurisdiction in excommunicating
the faithful. We leave it to the wisdom and the conscgggggdg?ttﬁg/ggfish
Republic to approach the Pope. You yill discuss it only with him, not even
with the Prime Minister or the Jewish leaders. We understand diplomatic
@ protcecol - only the Head of State can approach the Pope on our behalf

Lo apnly sanctions against the Catholics, bcth Polish and German, and to
male these gunctions publice Perhaps it will help a little, who knows?

st
Perbh..ps Hitler will reflect.if excommunication publicly is annocunced.

f‘“/ Pauege - 8

i'el.: What they usked fer specifically was excommunication.
I I P . o - .
I(.“ﬂmey mentioned several times, "We k-ow excommunication is in the jurisdicticn
off the Popes. There are precedents."

I beb T
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- Coelius Can you describe the meeting, hew long it lasted, how you saw them?
—

K. Now | ¢o back 3% yearse..

CuLe: ] know it is difficult.

K- NO, I don't go back.... (BanglOtS)
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K. Now, to describe what happened in our conversation: first, I was not

L prepared for.it. I was relatively isolated in my work in Poland. I did not
see many things. Thirty-five years after the war, I don't go back. I have
been a teacher for 26 years, and I never mention the Jewish probbem to
my students. I understand this film is for historical record, so 1 will
try to do it. They described to me yhat was happening to the Jews., Did I
know about it? No, I did not. They described to me that the Jewish problem
was unprecedented, and could not be ccmpared to the Polish problem, or the

2 Russian, or any other problem."Hitler will lcse this war, but he will ex-
terminate all the Jewish population. Do yeu understand tgié? The allies
fight for their pecple, they fight for hui.anity. The allies cannot forgeti
that the Jews will be exterminated totally in Poluand, a1l Polish and
Burcpean Jews.'" They were breaking down, they paced the rocm, they were
whisperings, they were hissing, it was a nightmare for me.

GeLe: Did they look in complete desparation?

& K. Yes. At various stages of the conversation they lost control of themselves.
1 just sat in my chair and listened. I did not even react, I did not ask
ther questions, I was just listening.

Celis: They wanted to convince you to convey...

Ke I think they realised from the beginning that I did not know, I did not
understand the problem. Once I had said I would take messages from them,
they wanted to inform me what was happening to the Jewse And I did not
know, I was never in a ghettoe. I never dealt ,ith Jewish matters.

Lole: Did you know at the time that most of the Jews of Warsaw had already been
killed? ‘

K. I did know, but I didn't see anything, I had never heard any description
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of what was happening over there. 1 was never ithere. It is one thing to
knew statistics, there were hundreds ¢f thousunds of Poles als(’killed,
Rusgsians, Serbs;ﬂ;o we knew about it but it was éll a question of statistics.
Cu.L.: Did they insist on the complete UNiQUeEness. « .«
K¢ Yes, this was their problem - to impress upon me, and it was my mission
to impress on all the people I was gcing to see, that the Jewish situation
is unprecedented in‘history. Egyptian pharoahs did not dc it, Babylonians
' acﬁﬁ“‘j- »
did not do it, Now, for the first time in history/they came to the
conclugsion that unless the Allies took some unprecedented sieps, regardless
of the cutcome of the war, the Jews would be totally exterminatéd. They
could not accept ite.
C.L.: This mneuns that they asked for very specific measures to be taken.
K. Yes, sc then, ( interchangeably ) = at-a certain point the Bund leader,
41 u certsin point the Zionist leader, what do they want? What message am
I suvposed to take? They gave me me messages, various messages, 1o the Allieaq
Governments as suche I was to see as many Government officials as I
could. Then, to the Polish Government, then to the President «f the Polish
Republic, then to the international Jewish leaders, and to individual
po:itical leaders, leading intellectuals, approabh as many people as possible.
And then they gave me segments - to whom do I report what? In these two

)

their demands, separate demands.

nightnarish meetings I had with them - nightmarish meetings - they presented

GoL.: Did they show some hope in the fulfilment of these demands or not?
K. Some of them, yes. "It must be done". The Polish authorities on certain
subjects had so far failed to do their duties, so they were hopeful:"You

2% .
muzg help us. Certain things must be done; but certain demands, no, they

didn't believe themselves.

C.L.: They did not believe what they asked for?



~14~ | KARSKI ~ 7 ~ Suite

K. HNo. So now, do you want me to deal with this prcblem of their demands,
what did they want?

Goelo: OFf conrse.
@ K. The President c¢f the Polish Republic I bave covered — intervention with
the Pope. Next, to the Allied Governments only, and I was suﬁposed tc do
my utmost to see whomever my cleverness, my shrewdness, my perseverance
would allow me to reach. Only officials, Government officials. Polish
Government? Not very impoertant. Ycu will have to talk t§ the Prime Minister,
the Minister of the Interior, the Council of Miniéters and éfficially
present to them our demands. What is more important.iz Allied leaders.
£ At that time I did not know, and they did not kncw, that I wculd reach alro
America tee — they did not expect it. So, British Government leaders. The
messuere was: The Jewish situation is unprecedented,it has never huprened
vefore. Hitler cannct be allcwed tc continue extermination. Ccnsequently,
every doy counts. Thousands of J:ws are being murdered. The Allied
(joveruments cannot treat this war only from a'military ~trategic standpoint;
they will win the war if they take such an attitude, but what good will
G it d¢ to us? Hitler will lose the war against humanity, but he will win

his woar against the Jews. The Allied Covernments cannct take such a stand.

lie ccntributed to humanity, we gave scientists, for thousands of years.

e originated great religions, we are humans.
Lebies That 1s whati they said?

b /ww X

K. Yes{"lhe Alijes cannot disregard the uniqueness of our problem."
N. .

Lobine n® 300
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olet They said "Hitler will lose the war, but he will win his war against the
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Jews",

wﬁat gocd to the Jews would come out of his victory? At times they were
almost hatefﬁl fowérds me, they were whispering almost with hatred, "You
Poles, you will survive, yéu will win this war, you will rebuild your

country, you will live. You will make sacrifices, but you will survive

as a natiocne. But we are perishing; do you understand, we will not survive

this war! We understand, we have no country of our own, we have no
government, we have no vaice in the Allied council, so we have to use services,
little people like ycu. We are trying ocur best. Will you do it, will you
approach them? Because so far, nothing happens. The Allies are listening

to the radioj they are making their way, winning the war, victories. But

we are perishing. Nobody is helping us here. So what is the gocd to us cut

of all this? Will you fulfil your mission? Whatever you can do — you are

a little man - perhaps you will be able to contribute something to this
chblem.

"Approach the Allied leaders. We want an official decliration of the Allied
nations that in addition to their military strategy, which aims at securing
victory - military vietory in this war — extermination of the Jews feorms &

separate chapter and‘the Allied nations (must?) formally, publicly
announ?e‘thét thev will deal with this problem - that it becomes a part

of their overall strategy in this war. Nct only the defeat of Germany, but
also saﬁing the remaining Jewish populatione Once they make such a declaration -
they have an airforce, they drop bombs on Germany, why cannot they drop
millions of leaflets on the German population, informing the German
population exactly what their Government is doing to the Jews? Ferhans
thgy don't know. But they have data, they have statistics, radic, other
means. We Wiil give the names of the officials, German officials. We offer

statistics - the data is available. Let them inform the German pecple



L J

-16-- KAKSKL ~ O =~ Dulte

offiéially, as the Governments, of what the German Government is doing.
Let them officially, publicly, inform the German people, 'Ue, the Allied
Governments, expect the German people will exercise pressure, whatever
pressure you can exercise, on your own Government, that they stop this,
whatever harm they did.' Every day ccuntse. They must do it new. "

C.L.: Did they have an extraordinary feeling of urgency?

K. Yes, naturally, day after day extermination cmtinued. This was only August
1942. Now, "Let them make an official declaration, a public declaration
that if the Cerman nation dces not offer any evidence of trying to change
the policy of their Gevernment the German nation will have to be held

’ hd now,

respcensible for the crimes their Government is committing. If there 1is
no such evidence, (theyx-are to announce ) publicly, officialiy,-thet certain
objects in Germarny will be bombed, destroyed as“retaliation for what the
German Government is doing against the Jews. The bombing which will take
place is not a part of the military strategy - it deals only with the Jewish
problem. Let the German people know before bombing takes place, and after
it takes place, that this was done, and will continue to be done, bhecause
the Jews are being exterminated in Poland. Perhaps it will help. Te+s they
can do."

Celes I think it was Bermann who saide..

K. Yes, I think he was more Zionigte.. but the most cutspcken was the Bund
leader, Feihér apparently. Theﬁ - "Our sitnation is uniqgue. We understand
tbﬁ&,many people may also feel helpless ahout what to do. So we present
their demands also, which we know ourselves, siwee probably they cannot
do se. But we‘have to present those demandsY They were like madmen, both
of them. At a certaiﬁ point thev were grabbing me -~ "Do you understand,

N do you.understand? Let them announce that German prisoners of war, having

Y, |
/// been: informed of what haprens to the Jews, still profess allegiance to

their Government. Let them be held respons@ble for thcse crimes. There
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are many (German nationals in the Allied countries. Those Germans - and

we understand they are allowed to do it - who profess allegiance to
Germany still, having been informed of what happens - let the allies hold
them responsible. We understand, perhaps they will not do it, but we haﬁe
to advance these demands. Young man, do you understand, do you understand,
we have to do it to show them. If has never happened before in history,
what is happening to our people. Perhaps it will shake the conscience of
the worlds This you will give to the Government officials;‘whatever

officials you are able to reach."

C.Ls: Did they ask even -\as you write in your book\— for the execution of these

K.

Germans whce were in the hands of the Allies?

If it was necessary, execution — holding them responsible.

C.L.: And you protested against this?

K.

At that time I was already an educated man, I had studied law. But my
curriculum was international law, and this was againsi international law.
"Do you realise they will nct do it?" They said '"We know, but we want you
to say it, to show them that this is again and again a unique situation,
wkf.ﬁv“”‘
and unprecedented actions have to take place.' This is on my mind, that
perhaps it will help. Let them try, whatever. The Allied Governments, the
Allied nations, cannot disregard the Jewish extermination. They cannot
just look for military victory". And then, like madmen, walking in the room -
"Do you understand, do you understand this?"
e
So this was one mission. Next: "There are representatives of Polish Jews.
They take part in the national council in your CGovernment (C.L.: in London?)
.#k ih«yiz¢
in London. Probably they cannot do too much./We do not doubt that ithey are
y y . y

trying tc do their best.
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«o"Provably the representatives of the Polish Jewé in the Governmant
b cannot dc more, but there are international Jewish leaderse. For centuries
we hear that they are sc powerful, so influential in every country - in England,
QﬂAmerica, L“France - what are they doing? we want evidence. We don't see
evidence. They send us money - it is insufficient, by the way, the amount
of money we receive. It is totally insufficient. But we don't see any evidence,
what else do they do? Where is their influence? Reach as many as possible,
and tell them this. They must do more, we don't know whét they éan do, but
L2 we want to see that they are doing more for use. "
Cosl.: But what did they request precisely from the Polish Jews in the Governme=nt?
K. There were also precise demands: my message was, apparently they ccnsidered
three 1ndividuals as authoritative representatives of the Polish Jews:
Shmoel Zigelboim s member of the National Cocuncil; Dr Schwarzbuld, member
of the Nitional Council; Dr Leon Grossfeld, who was not a member of the
Bund, he was a leader of the Polish Socialist Party. They considered him
) alsc ns a Jew representing the Polish Jews. I revnorted to those three. As
a matter of fact, when 1 came to London and began renorting, there was another
individual - his name was'ThftLbovllf . He wanted to see me, but I refused:
"I have no message for you. If you want to know what I brought, ask Shmoel
4igelboim, ask Schwarzbald, ask Grossfeld." I never saw 'Ta;Tukovuaf . I
jono»d’
“now he resented it« As far as the Polish Jews were concerned, this was
. message to them, and to the Prime Minister of the Polish Government, General
C%“ZOWBE, and to the Minister of the Interidr;md:nk\aw “'H\ﬂwdﬁtbh ‘
The problem was such: There are some Jews who escaped from the ghetto,
They live, some of them, under false documenté, they dq’nof look Semitic,
and they are living there among other Poles. Sécoﬁdly,.thére ére Jews who

succeuded in escaping from Poland, who are in hiding, many of them living
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with Polish families, in the cities and in the countryside.

CeL.: They had sticceeded in escaping from the ghettoes.

K. From the ghéftoes, yes. "We know there are Poles who blackmail them,
“ murdered them, denounced them to the Gestapo. We are Polish citizens, ﬁﬂbh/
do you understand, we are Polish citizens! There is an underground, ycu
say you are an underground state — you say yon are the Government, you
must take action aczainst them. ﬂeneral.SObevvdki commander—~in—chief and
Prime Minister of Poland, must issue orders that the underground mrvement
in Poland will apply punitive sancticns — executions included, secret
executions, — kill them! And then publish the names cf thecse whom you

o have killed, in the underground press and give the nature of their crimes.

(The underground press was very widespread) The others will learn this is

%

a risky business. Such orders must be issued."
C.Le: It was a risky business tc blackmail the Jews? And 4o denounce them?
K. Yese I remember when I reported this to Zigelboim , and it was at a
point when he was already totally disintegrated, he bursi out "Such orders
will be issued. I will blow up SCL;¥UNMS¥A 's office if he does not isrve
this order." Beginning in February or March 1943 - T have photcstat copies -
the executions were carried out, and the names were published in the
underground press. The nature of the crime was svecified and the commitment
¢ of the Civil Commission, as it was called: executions will continue
against those against‘whom we have evidence that they committed one of thcse.
three crimes.This was to Qc)\. o\n-!b.:, Ml\\ow&a\,(/tek, and the Polish leaders /w‘/‘?
wi
I was srecifically forbidden| in this respect we$ to discuss this problem
with any of the political party leaders. They suspected some of them might
not like it, appérently. Only to those individuals. Next, I was specifically
forbidden to discuss the subject with any non-Polish Jeps.
CuL.: This meant English Jews, etc?

K. Yes. They were making the point that this may feed anti~Polish propagcanda

RS
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or antisemitism. We don'f want this. We want to survive.IThis is not a
political matier.
® C.L.: But they asked something else from Zigelboim and other Polish Jews.
] K. UWhat do you mean?
CoL.: To enter into hunger strikes in front of the Governmeni, «..
K. Oh, yes. This was another part of the mission. I carried out this mission.
That was another part.
T did not know at that time. I was not acquainted with the Jewish problem
or Jewish activities. Both of them, particularly now the Zionist leader,
he was again whispering, hissing to me "Socmething is going to happen,
P particularly younger elements - they will fight. They sneak about a declaratijon
of war against the Third Reich, a unigue war in world history. They say
they want to die fighting. By the way,l did not know at thaf time iﬁig‘gb’ﬂl )

already was fighting. At that time, Odober, only later I learned already

Jewish pilitary organisations had emerged. They did not tell me aboui it =

only th.t "Something is going to happen, the Jews will fight. We approached

the commander of the Home Army. ''hey need arms. Those arms were denied thpi}y
C.L.: They were refused?

K. Refused. "We know that when they start fighting, we know how it will end. But
they are Polish citizens, they want to fight against the enemy. They cannot
be denied arms, if such arms exist. And we know you have arms". This
message t the commander-in-chief, General Séhikﬁfg&ﬂ s To issue orders

b jawepd.
that those arms will be given|to the Jews.
- 96 At .
C.L.: This means that they foresaw... the Warsaw ghetto uprising?

K. Apparently, but I did not know at the time
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K. tell, when thev asked me to carry the message complaining against the
commander-in—-chief of the Home Army, I refused to carry it unless they -
authorised me t0 geek an appointment with him to repeat to him what
message 1 am carrying.

Cul.: When they were requesting érms already at this time, this means that they
foresaw there would be the Warsaw ghetto uprising?

K. Apparently. I understand... my role in this filme. At that %ime I did not
know anything abcut it. |

C.L.: Bermann said - I would like you to reveat this - that it will be the most
desparate war..e.

K. Yes.'"The Jews in the Warsaw ghetto are talking about it. They want to declare
a war ;;éinst the Third Reich. Never such a war tock place. They want to
die fighting. What can we do? We cannot deny them this kind of death." And
then, arms. So at this point I refused to carry the message unless they
anthorised me to seek an appointment with the commander-in—chief of the
Home Army, General Stefan Robetsky, who by the way perished one year later,
to repeat to him their complaint and ask himfbr‘%omments. They heartily
agreed. "Go, go".

I did goe I did see him. His answer was "I am a military commander., I act
within the statute which the Home Army has. I am subjected to orders from
the commander-in-chief. 1 do have arms. I am using those armg - I don't
have many of them —~ first, for daily sabotage by members of the Home Army;
secendly, for larger diversionary activities, derailing trains} blowing
up buildings, etc; the most important, I act within 0ur'geﬁera1 strategy
that 1 cannot waste any arms, I have to keep thém because when the end of
witl wild . ‘ :
termany comegp, and when the Russian army pusheq them on to our territories

a :
and we come to the conclusion that this will be the'propg:_moment, I must
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wse every weapcn I heve to stab Germany in the back. I knowvthat the Jeys
in the ghetto are contemplating some military action; I understand, and
I have resnect for it. But militarily it is‘without,any'Significance.
What can they do against the Third Reich? I will give them Whétever the

2 . .
comman@r—in—mhief, General Qohlkorshd y orders me to give them. Otherwise
it is beyond my jurisdiction. " | | | |

CeLe.: Did he talk at the time, as I seem to remember, about the ability or inability

of the Jews to fight? I think he had some distrust in this respect.

K. Well, as far as I remember he did not consider it as an action of military
significarce, but he was a military leader. He acted within his statute.

It was a moral standpoint, ethical. But he would do it - he must receive
orders.

C.lie: He said the same thing as Bermann, when Bermann said "This will be the
most hcpeless declaration cf war."

K. Yes, only Bermann wanted the arms. And he said,"I act under orders. Within
the siructure of my organisation, only military actions count. I must
receive specific orders from the commander-in~chief."”

I did carry the gessage. The message was againy-only Zigelboim, Schwarszbald,
Grossfeld and Schikovgky ~ to nobody else., Particularly again they emphasised
"Yeu will not speak about it to any non-Polisbh Jewish leader; it may arbuse
anti-Polish propaganda. We don't want that, we are not interested in it.
Ve want to deal with our own business. I reported it. Because you must realise,
at that time my mission was important and I was a little man. Nobody told
me what they were going.to do with what I told them. The same with General
Schikcvesys "Orders will be issued. We will handle this problem, Lieﬁtenant."
At that time I was supposed to go back to Poland. "Liéutenant, either you
or somebody else will carry orders." What orders he did not tell me., I

: th— ‘
could not ask him "General, what are you gcing to do about it?" I understand,

and this I realised after the war from the Jewish publications, was that
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when the Warsaw ghetfo ﬁprising started in April 1943 they did receive
some small arms. | |
‘4@ C.L.: At the beginnihg,‘the first delivery Robetsky made was only 10 pistols.
Ko Thig I have no information abbut. I understand they gave them some machine
" gunsg, somé light weavons.
Coel.: Yes, that was later on.
K. Now, was it as a resuit of my mission, did he receive orders? Or was it
on his own initiative? What do I know about it?
At a certain point, I remember, I raised this gvestion. "Those demands are
so varied, on such a scale. I can see my situation in London: Zigelboim,
' Schwarzbald, Grossfeld — what can thev do about it? I am sure thev are doing
w their best." So then again, like a nervcus breakdown — I think acain it
was the Zionist - he shook: "So again yo are saying impossiblel! So nothing,
nothing, thev can do nothing? Tell them: they are Jewish leaders, their
people are dying. There will be no more Jews, so what do we need leaders
for ? We are going to die as well. We don't try to escave -~ we stay here.
Let_them go to important offiéers, in London or Qherever they are, and demand
action: If it is refused, let them walk out, stay in the street, refuse
food,.refuse drink. Let them die a slow death in.view of all humanity. Who
- knows? Perhaps it wili ghake the conscience of the world." They were...
like a breakdown: "Perhaps this will help! We don't know! We are trying!
They_afe 1eaders; let them die!"™ So then came Schmulminger (?)
So what do you-want mé to talk about, Scmulzinger or what?

C.L.: Do you want to talk now?

K. Whatever.

- Bobine no 303
(plan muet sur Mme Karski, puis...)

. KARSKI - 11
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CueLe: Whe asked you to visit the Warsaw ghetto? Who organised the‘visit,and why .
did thev want you +to go there?
K. Between those 2 Jewish leaders, somehow -~ and this bélongs to human
” relations —~ I took to the Bund leader, probably because of his behaviour.
He locked like a Polish noblemén, a gentléman - straighf; beautiful gestures,
dignified. I think he liked me, also, personally. At a certain point he
sugerested it. He saia "Mr Vitold, I know the Western world. You are going
to e with the Envlish;’Yon will give them your oral report. I am sufe it
will strengthen your report if you are able to sav, I saw it myself, They
Posunlibe gordl
are this way. (Apparently he knew English)We can organise for you tn visit
Y the Jewish ghetto. Without great difficulties we can organise for you to

vigsit the Jewish camp in Belzec .

Cela: An extermination“ggmg?

K. Yes. He said "I do not think you will run into some extraordinary risk,

but of course you may say no. Would you do it? If yougép to the Jewish ghetto
Ll
in Warsaw, I will go with you, to be sure that you will be as safe as possible,

To Belzec we have good contacts. Will you do it?" I said I woulde
IR
& L tew days later we established contact. He told me, "Of course no fancy

dress, don't shave before, we have to lock as much as possible the way they

lock over there. It will be a very unpleasant experlence for you, but it

VAt e ©o ty F
will be u=eful." It was very easy. No accident of amymkamg ﬁ; that time,

by the way, the JeW1sh rhetto as it existed in 1942 untll July did not

T s =

exlbt any more. Out of approx1mately 400 000 Jews, in the meantime some

300 GO0 were already deported from the ghetto. So within the outside walls
there were practically some four units. The most important was the s§—called
'Central ghetto'. They were senarated by areas inhabited by Aryans, some

nd inhabited by anybody. The story was, there was a building constructed

in such a way that the wall which separated the ghettc from the outgide
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- world 5-thé back of the bnilding was a part of that wall. So the front was
facing the Aryan‘aréa. Very simply, there was a cellar with a tunnel aad
| they were smuggling food, whatsoever, the Jews coming out and gecirg in.
We went fhrougb this tunnel without any kind of difficulty. I was nci dis-
- guised, he was not disguised, what struck me — completely diffrrenc mnan.
Celie: The Bund leader, the Polish nobleman?

K. The Bund leader, yes, the Polish nobleman. Fantastic. I went with him -
he was broken down, a curving little Jew. A different person completely.
He looked like a Jew from the ghetto, as if he lived there all the ‘tine,
Apparently this was his nature, this was his world.

Celes And did he wear the 'Davidstern'?
X K. Oh yes. I too. Only children did not wear it.
C.L.t So you had to wear it?
K. Sure, naturally. So we walked in the streets. He was on my left. YWe did
not talk very much. So now comes the description of it, yes?
Well. Nbked bodies on the gtreet. I asked bhim, "Why are th-~ here?"
C.lL.: Corpses, you mean?
K. Corpsess He said "Well, thev have a problem. If a Jew dies and the family
» wantg a burial they have to pay tax on it. So they just throw them in the
street."
C.L.: Because they cannot pay the tax, cannot afford it?

K. They cannot afford it. So then thev sav, "Every rag counts", so they take
their clothing. Then, once the body is on the street, the Judentrat has to
take care of it. Women publicly feeding their babies, thev have no breast,
just flate Babies with crazy eyes, loocking.

CeLet Did it iodk like a completely strange world?
K. This was not a world, it was not humanity. The streets fullv« apparently

w,,cl,,r,. PR e e e e . . . EN
all of them lived in the street. What was the most important — everyboedy
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offering something to sell. Three onions, some coockies, selling, begeing
2 each other, crying, hungry. Horrible children, some children running by 1
: ‘ |

3

a é themselves or with their mothers, sitting. It was not humanity, it was somex
% . L
}helm.éwhis part of the ghetto, German office§ were thére, imthe Central
ghetto. If the Gegtapo released somebody, and Géstapo officers, they had
to pass through the ghetto to get out. So there were also Germans, German
traffic. The Germans in uniform — they were walking - silence. Bverybody
froze until he passed. No mevement, no begging -~ nothing. Germans -
contempt. Apparently this is subhumar. They are not human. At o certiin
i . %*//Muaj 4%
point some movement starts, Jews are running from the street I was cn.
The Bund leader - "Follow me, follow me".

Q
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K. So now, apparently he understood what was taking place. "Follow me,
follow me". We jumped into some house. He just hissed "Open the dcor, open
b - the door". They ocpened the door. We moved in. The windows give on 1o thn
& back of the_street. We go to the opposite. Some woman opened the docr
saye "all right, don't be afraid, we are Jews". He pushés me the window,
says‘"Lodk at it, 1ook at it". There were two boyse, nice—lobking boys;
Hitler-Jugend. They walked, every step thay‘;;;L'%he Jews disappearing,
running away. They were talking to each other. At a certain point a boy
reaches to his pockét and without evén thinking, shoots them, Shouts "Aaah!"
Broken glass. Shouting "Aaah!" The other bcy is gaying something, conerati-
ulating him. They go back. I was paralysed.

ThevJewish weman -~ probably she recognised that I was ncet a Jew - embraced

me, said "Go, go, it does not do you any good, go." So we left her hcuse.



- KARSKI - 12 - Suite

Then we left the ghetto. So then he said, "You did not see everything, you

did not see too much. Would you like tc go arain? I will go with you.

I
want you to see everything. Next day we went again. The same house, the
I same way. Now I was more conditioned, so I felt other things. The siench,
: the terrible stench everywhere, suffocating. Dirty streets...
L’_\_r\“w_—/,.‘_————___'_____ e AT S T s e e L
(Cassette n<13)
(suite de la bobine n‘304)
K. Dirty streets, nervousness, tension..., hedlam. This was Platz Murancosky.

In one corner, children playing with rubbish, throwing the rubbish to
each other. He said, "They are playing, you see. Life goes on, life goes
on"., I said "They are simulating playing. They don't play"”.
C.L.: It was a special place for playing?

K. In the corner of the Platz Murancvsky. Open.
C.Lk: Were there some trees?

K.} There were a few treeg... So then we just walked the strects, we did not

 talk to any body. We walked probably for one hour. Sometimes he would tell

me, "Look at this Jew" - a Jew standing there, without moving. I said "Tv
hg“gseg?" "No, he is allve, Mr Vltold. Remember, he is dylng, he is

dying.
e e T

Lock at him. Tell them over there you saw it, don't forget". We wnlk again.

It was macabre. Only from time tc time he would whisgvper, "Remember thi

~ remember this". Or he would tell me: "Look at her". Very many cases, 1

asked, "What are they doing here?" His answer: "They are dving. That's all

, right, they are dying", and always "Remember, remember!" We

i

apant porhansg
i

one hour, then we left. I could not take any more. "Get me cut of 1t!" 1

never saw him again.

]

e e e i

\§,,,ﬂ»«"’““‘~\. e

C. L.:xYou write in your booﬁxthat y 09 (/) ran .
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K. I wus sick. Even now I don't want... I understand your rdleess 1 am here...
1 den't go back in my memory. I could not take any more. But I reported
vhal 1 saw.

Colie: You could not take it?

y. I was not part of it. I

QEEIEN

K. It was nct a world, it was not part of hqmgmi

ek b T LS S O R AT i e

did not belong there. I had never seen such things... nobody wrote about
tﬁis kind of reality. I never saw any theatre, I never saw any movie...
this was not the world. I was told that these were human beings, but they
did not lock like human beings. He embraced me tﬁen, "Good luck, good luck".

I never saw him again.

L La fin de la bobine-images n® 304 a été tourné avec la 2&me caméra et correspond

a des plans-coupe 127
F; beb Hi
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CeL.: You are a unigue witness, because nobody was ever able to enter an
extermination camp like Belzec and come back alive, and there are
no survivors of Belzec .
K. There are, or there are not?
C.L.: There are not.
K. There are a lot of them!

Culio: Nu, there are not. There are no survivors of the Belzec extermination

camp. 600 000 Jews perished in Belzec in about 8 months, and there
ar'e no SUrvivors.
It 1s not true, what they say. There is - there was one 2. years ago, He lived

in Cunada. He was 95 years old, and he was in Belzec for four months.



29— KARSKI = 13 « Suite

(C.L.) At the time you went to Belzec , he was there. He escaped in November.
K. Well, a few days later contact was arranged — with some Jews whom I did
not know, ‘of course. We tcok a train to Belzec .

Cole?t PFrom Warsaw‘?v é

' ' anem )
» K. Prom Warsaw. (It is rather a long trip) about 4 hours as far as 1T rememher.(
C.l.: Belzec is 150 km south of Lublin...
- was
K. Yes, so Sob;bor ¥s north of Belzec , Which will enter the pictlure.
So, we came to Belzec . Of course, I did not know what to expect. Ve

went out of the station. First of all, I went disguised, a little. They

were Uusing...

& C.l..: Excuse me, you had no idea what you would see.

9 K. No. Well, I had heard about Belzec , I knew there was a camp. *hati
I heard, by the way, at that time, even from some Jewish people, was that
this was what was called at the time a'transitional'camp. As I understcod
after the war, at that time they were liquidating the camp as such. By
November there was no longer a camp. Whatever the reason, I don't kncw,
‘but apparently the last shipment of Jews were tsken out cf Belzec nd
either shifted to gOL;Lof , which became an extermination camp; or Jews

o ’ who wWere taken from the Warsaw or other ghettoes would be for some reason
éhifted t0 Belzec fc;r a short time and again go somewhere ellse.

¢ Cu.L.: At v‘th:‘% :beginning, Belzec was settled to kill the Jews who were
'liviﬁg arou'nde elzec , thé Jews of L Vov , of all this area.

K. Yes. My péint WAS. .

(:”'.L.: They(Wére not from the Warsaw pshetto, the Warsaw ghetto pecple were sent
’co”Treblinka;. Belzec was made for the pecple «f Cracow. The people of
.‘Cx»'acdw‘were' gsent to Belzec .

K. I wds nof even aware of all these details at thatvt‘ime.

CeLia e Dld you ‘know they called ail these comps'transition~l' camps, Se b{\;of'

and Treblinka tec, it was the name they gave. This is a specific (7)), oo
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a matter of fact.

K. So there I went...

C.L.: And BPelzec started to be operational as a deafh camp in Msrch 1942,

K. Yes, only at the moment I visited it, it became apparently truly triansiticnil,
which means the Jews were shifted somewhere. The Germans anncnnced that
they were gcing to forced labour, they were going tc have gccd conditi(ma,,.

C.l.o: This was to the Jeus.

K. They said this to the Jews, yes. The Germans always, if they cculd ~vcid
open trouble, they wante:! to avoid it. They wanted everything in as wmuch
crder, of course, as humanly poscible.
So then, from the staticn we walked to the camp. No difficulty whatecever. T
had documentation, my guide had documentation...

C.L.: Can you explain this precisely? You were disguised?
K. I wag an Estonian militiaman.
C.l,ss Because the camps were guarded by Ukrainians

K. Ukrainians, Latvians, Estonians, Polish policemen and regsular German
Gestapo, 55 men etc.

C.l..: So they were mercenarieg of the Germans.

K. Yes. Of course at that time, which is understandzble, the Germans even
for this kind of work wanted to spare as much of their cwn men — they .
wanted to send them, I imagine, to fight or to work -~ not for this business.
So they were using others.,

C.L.: What was the colour of your uniform?

K. Yellow. With some sort of a parity (?) boots, black cap I remember.
Undistinguishable otherwise, with no sign that it was Estonian whatscever.
The documentation was that I was an Estonian militiaman.

C.L.: The trip had been arranged by the Jewish underground? Or by the Polish

underground?

K. No, by the Jewigh underground. All this part -~ as a matter cf fact I
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did not talk too much to the Poles while still in Poland. They knew that

I had established contact with them. They might want tc stop me, you xnecw,
O not to endanger me.
y GUel.: So it was specifically on behalf of the Jews.

K. Yes. This was my Jewish chapter, so I followed their instructions. Heo. by
whom wns it organised? I imagine, by the Bund leader, because he initrated
this matter. But he was not there, some unknown Jewish fellows. 5o, we
walked, and then we entered the camp. This camp was totally differeni from
the Warsaw ghetto. Mainly, total confusion. Everything in movement.

o 2.1L.: You say ‘'we'. You and who?

K. A Jewish guide, but a guide whom I did not know who established contact
with me.

Cu.lL.: But you did not walk inside the camp with this Jew?

K. What's that?

“.1..: You did not walk inside the camp with this Jew?

<. O©Oh, yes! He had some sort of identification papers. And then I followed
bim, he goes his way, I go his way, only I was following him and he led
me to some official and I just showed this. Of course, counting 1 am an
Bstonian I don't speak bad German whatsocever and he went on some identif-

# jcation papers, whatever it was, I don't know, Judenrat, whatever; he

entered as a civilian. Only I was disguised. Then I entered the camp.{
Robine n° 305
WASHINGTON —~ KARSKI - 14
2.L.: Professor Karski, I must tell you that I understand very well that it

is impossible, what I am asking from you now, because I ask you tco

describe the undescribable, to describe what wasg at this camp. I just
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want you to know that I know how difficult it is.

K. I understand. We entered the camp. As a matter ;f fact that camp, at the
point where I entered it, had no wall. Wire was around it; barbed wire.
Vhether there were walls in other parts of it, I do not know. I spent in
that camp probably no more than 20, 25 minutes - again, I could not take
ite Thevdifferénce between this camp and the Jewish ghetto in Warsaw was
that here there was tctal confusion. The Jews, the population of it, were
going somewhere. As I saw it at that time, from the station railroad, as
I understocd it, there were some rails leading to the camp. Rather primitively
built, but I could reccgnise it, with some sort of a platform. And then

some 40
the train, which consisted of/cattle trucks. The train facing the camp would
meve two or three cars, and stop again. From the gate I was standing and
observing militiamen, Gestapo Germans — "Juden 'raus! Juden 'raus!" -
directing them .o the tracks.

¢.lL.: You had to cross the camp before arriving ut this placesss?

K. VYes, I saw this from the camp.

0u.le: ...where you were able to see the loading of the rails.

K. %“here T was able to see the loading of that primitiwve rail.

Colie: Yes, but before this you had to cross the camp. Can you describe how ycu

croused it? What you saw at the time when you crossed 117

K. 1 did not go very deeply into it, because the guide, apparently, and the
Ksionian wanted to show me this scene. The train was facing that particulear
gate. We entered the gate, and then we stayed there observing what was
happening.

¢.L.: Aow leng was it between the moment you entered the camp — through ancther

gate - and this point? Was it a big camp?

K. 1 entered through the same gate. I did not wander in the camp. I did nc~
o0 deeply in the camp. From the Blzec camp, my recollection was the

shipment of the Jews from the camp to the trucks in the train. The secon<
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thing, zgain, I could not take it. Then I was physically sick.
C.lb.: Con you say why it was impossible to take it?

Ke In this confusion, those shouts -~"Juden 'raus, 'raus!" - pushing them
throuzh the platform to the trucks. Then fhe train w;uld move the two truecks
away, pushing them there. The room in one truck was for some 16 horses.

Col.: And 40 men?

K. Yes. Military trucks, at least 100, 130.

C.l..: The people who were loaded into the freight cars - according to you they
were working inside the camp since a long time?
e+« These people, thege Jews -~ were they workipg ingide the camp since a
long time? How many days, how maﬁy houfs?

{. 1 only suw total confusion. They did not lock like inhabitants, they
locked, as I interpreted it, as some éort-of transitional camp. They
brought Jews from somewhere, they are taking them somewhere. It did not
lock tc¢ me like an inhabited, regular... At this point I was standing in
the camp, it was total confusion. Shipment of the Jews to the train. What
i understocd at the time — where are they taking them? They were apparent.y
tuking the Jews for forced labour. That herrible, horrible scene. Those
shouts, despair, mothers dragging their children. They enter the truck -
they cannot reach it, they are too weak.

GCul.: They were pushed, forced?
K. estapo, militia, beating them like pigs, like non~humans, more and more...
Culie: Were they shooting with guns?

K. Yes. Tc terrorise them, but in the air, mostly. Total bell, total hell.
and now comes the story. The train moved a little, by three trucks. Un
flocr there is a whitish powder. I asked the Egtonian militiaman, "What
is 117" He says, “That's all right, it is for their hygiene. This is
guicklime. So when they die there is no problem, they will not contaminate

the alr whatsocever. They are getting what they are... receiving. They
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.re petting their share. Well, Himmler delivers his goods. He said publicly
"The Jews will die',and they Qill die in agony. They will die."
"ihere are they taking them?" He said "Den't you worry, they will die".
What I understocd was théf the train went somewhere, and they actually died.
in thcse trucks. Some of them were taking, later I learned, to sCiﬁbon
And in Sob;bor they were finishgd. |

Cuelie: They were gassed.

K. Yes. Why they did not do it at that time in Belzec , I don't know,
Because they were doing it before, in Belzec , for months. They actually
were cassing the Jews before.

C.l.: There were six gas chambers in Belzec .

K. Yes. The date now is important. When later on, trying to investigate
how it was, apparently at the end of Octcber or November the camp (was)
liguidated completely. The last remnants cf the Jews shifted tc SC)E;Eor.
and secondly, at that last stage Jews from other ghettoes passed through
pelrec being shifted somewhere.

Colio: But theégg}g%}{megin the wagons — it was tc¢ kill them?

K. [t was fcr an apparently hygienic purpcse. They were dirty, they were
smeliing. IT they died, decompcsition. And secondly, from what I understced,
they died in agony. They bad to urinate, and of course it would burn their

~kujAqu¢' "~
feet if they were barefoct. At the same time, from the Nazi standpoint,
it wrs to purify.

Cote: Yeg, but to kill them too.

K. tnd to kill them! And tc make them die in agony, some sort of...

undescribable.
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Lobine n® 306

?
WAaSHINGTON ~ KARSKI - 15

C.l.: Professor Karski, I know that the Jewish underground organised for you -
and this is rather unbelievable — to visit inside the extermination
camp of Belzec in November '42. I would like you to try to recall, and
to describe what you saw in this death camp. As a matter of fact, this has
never happened, we have no testimonies whatsoever of anybody allowed to
enter the extermination camp of Belzec ,or other camps too, S OL.\oor
or Treblinka, and coming out alive. This is something absolutely
extraordinary, and probably very difficult for you to remember and to
describe. But please try.
K. Qvidently, the whole visit to Belzec was organised by the Jewish under-
ground. Evidently they had many means to organise this kind of trip. I
did not know the details of how they did it. I entered the camp in the
compuny of an Estonian militiaman,wearing the uniform of an Estonian
militiaman and having some sort of 'Ausweis' that I was allowed to enter
& the camp and leave the camp, having shown the Ausweis. I approached the
camp from Pelzec , got the uniform, guided by another genuine militiaman,
who evidently was a sccundrel.}iur conversation he tock me for a man whe,
as it was called at that time in Poland,'dealt with the Jews,'which meant
through bribery, money, trying to save some (?)
Cel.: This was a usual traffic in Poland, dealing with the Jews?
K. Very well known. Of course I have had no dealings with this kind of person,
so 1 do not know whether there wére many cases or if it was occasional,
but the term 'dealing with the Jews' meant you were trying to make some

money - blackmailing the Jew in some cases, denouncing the Jew in some cases
B g ’ ]

helping the Jew to escape wherever he wanted in some cases, selling him
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4 False passport, false Arbeitskarte, whatever it was. Generally it was
calivd 'dealing with the Jews'.

Approaching the camp, at half a mile or 1 km, already I heard wild shouts,

1t i > PH - —

tumult. I already realised I was approaching some unusual situation. Of
course, I had had experience, I was twice in the Warsaw ghetto.

: Did you know when you went there *hat Belzec was a death camp?

Yes. The Bund leader told me that I would see something I had never geen
and which I would never forget, and that I was going to see a death camp,
actually a death camp. A Jewish ghetto was not a death camp. It was only
degrud: tion, a way to death. I was going to see a death camp now. "Ycu
will see it, and you will tell them later on. They will believe you — you
saw 1t", assuring me "we will do everything possible, and you will be safe]

F?f(’aw .
Yov will get over it, we will get you out"{ Approaching the camp now, -

hearing those inhuman... shouts, shots, I aprroached a railroad which seemed
t¢ me rather primitively built. It was not one of the main railroads. Tt
was on o my leff? The camp was on my right. There was no wall like in
Lorsaw. Besentially barbed wire. I don't think it was electrified, but
senuine barbed wire. The Bstonian militiaman leads, so on my right 1 bhave
the camp;on my left side 1 see the track. There were several exits — some
of them primitive, mainly barbed wire between twc poles — the walls could
be cpen, outside then. But there was apparently a main entrancej the

gate was solid, posts solidly built, and then the continuation of the
barbed wire. I entered the camp nct through the main gate, through one of
those primitive entrances. Apparently the militiaman had instructions that
fdr cne reason or another I want to see as much as fossible_what is going

to happen. So already within the camp he directs me to what he called a

H

\gow, which wWas...

Did you ask him the meaning of the screaming and shouting you heard on

the way?

o
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Ch yes, on my wiy. His answer was, '"l'he Jews are hot (?). You will
sec, today the Jews are hot". I remember he said something:"There 1s a /£A
. . . . . L | 2%
new batch which is going to be processed today'". 5o he ads me to the area
«f the main gate. Now he whispered to me "I am going away a little; if
something happens, remember: You don't know me, 1 don't know you." So at
this point I am alcone. From the main gate there was... the main gate at
this point was open, again, outside. The gate consisted of two parts,
pa‘(,:,‘, -
and it was open ocutside. Prom the gate, in front of it there was a cattle k:f:;.
4
trains I counted 46 trucks. I had no difficuliy counting them because the
train was meving. There was this ramp, a platform, from the gate leading
to the train, almost directly. As you know, a cattle train does not have
-

stepiJ it is only on a high level so it is not easy to eﬁter the train.
If you want to leave it you have to jump down. In that part of the camp -
and I do not know how many, it must have been 5 000, 4 000, 6 000 = this
connct be described. Not humanity, crowds, some ccllective mcving bedy,
the Jews — women, children, men = shouting, ¢uarreling with each other,
fighting against each other. Evidently huggry. Evidently notl kncwing

JXM Ju~n+‘J§,

prbbably what is happening rere. I specifically remember some Jew totally,
Why was he naked? I don't know, perhaps he

completely naked, standing.

threw his clcthes(away), perhaps people tock his clothes. In this agony...

L“Le son de la bobine 306 est synchrone en 2 cndroits avec la 2°Me L améra chargée
avec la fin de la bobine-images n® 304;7
ZfBobine 307: le son de la bobine 307 est parfois synchrone avec celui de la

bobine 308 correspondant a la 2%M€ caméra ; plan de coupe 16 H 1;7
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Ke At.that time I was strng. I understocd my mission: I was not suppoused to
have any feclings. I was a camera. And I did not have any feelings for
some time. I did not sec humans. There was a crowd, out of reality - a
crewd which had many heads, legs, many arms, many eyes, but it was something
like a collective, pulsating, moving, shouting body. I was observing this.
From the back of this crowd, shots, pushing the crowd with butts, shouting
"4lis Juden heraus!", pushing them to the front. By the gates: shots,

"Raus! Raus!" thrcugh the gate to the platform; they were mcving on tc the
platform.
C.l.: It was veryldifferent from the Warsaw ghetto? A completely other scene?

K. Oh yes, yese. In the Warsaw ghetto there were humans - misery, degradation,
but they were living. Those at that point were not humans. They did not
live; they were moving, they were shouting, heating each other, scratching
each other. By the gate, pushing them throngh the gate, on to Fhe ramp,
towards the trucks. They had to climb, probably 120, 130, T don't know,
into the truck. There was nc¢ room, so again they were pushing with butts,
shots, pushing them into the trucks. Jews in the trucks helping them, then
they did not want to help them any more, so then the Jews th were on the
ramp were raising their bodies, pushing them on their heads, into the

trucks. Two trucks filled, the train moved. Two empty trucks — the same
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procedurc. The Jews now realised that they wprarently had to fill the whole

truck. They did not want to go, these who were on the ramp now did not want

[\
te enter, they wanted to go back but they could not because the crowd was

* pushing Lhem forward, the Jewish crowd, because from the back they were
pushings them, shocting from the back. So it was unbelievable, unbelievable.
How long did I stay there? I don't kncwe. And then I could not take it any
more. At a certain point I saw that they were humans. I went back, in the
direction of the gate by which I had enterecd.

. Col..: Hhat do you mean? Suddenly you realised yourself that they were human?

. K. I did not want to see them as humans. 1 contrclled myself — I don't xnow,

L 20 minutes, half an hour, however long 1 stoed there. I did not want to-yjcﬁiuw
bave any feclings, I did not have any feclings. 1 was just secing something z:;BL'
which I was suprosed then to tell the people.

C.L.: Ixcuse me fcr these questions. Do you think the people had been waiting
ingide the camp for a long time alreudy? /%*Q
Pr .
K. 1 think, as it locked to me, thatl they might have been there for days. s L -
Colia: Starving?
A K. Starving - well, apparently no focd - 1 saw how they locked, Starving,
2 hungry, insane, mad - you saw their eyes. And then again, unlike the Jewish

ghetto they were actually fighting each other, scratching, guarreling,
swearing, this moving, moving... some organism, with legs, eyes, noses,
whatsoever. I controlled myself. I realised, again, with no feelings,
lock; lock; lock; no feelings. Then, after a certain time, apparently it
ame toc decply into me — humans! they are individuals here! And then I
lost control. 1 realised I don't know what I would have done - I might

jump at some Gestapo and start fighting, I might go with the Jews to the

.lm
train ~ I realised thinégggot out of control with me. I went back in
the direction of the gate I came in by.

\ . : 1
® Celie: D¢ you know what happened in the train? ‘1 (3%
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K. fThe train. I saw it because I was by the gate. Empty, the train moves,
«nd then by the ramp, for a fraction of whatever time, the truck is empty.

1 see it, the Tloor covered with some white powder. What was this powder?

4nd then I learned — quicklime. Why quicklime? The Jews who were being pushed”

1 PR

into the train, they were to die there. But the Germans, apparently, wanted
to avoid disease:}The Jews evidently had to urinate, whatever, so for some
sort ofes.. it is horrible to say for hygienic, for medical reagons, there
was quicklime in there. The Jews were standing on the quickliﬁe. Apparently
they kert them until they died, when they moved the whole train. And they
had no disease, and the atmosphere, the environment was not diseased by
{he decunposed bodies, there was less smell, less stench.

Colius (2

K. Yo I wvent to the gate. The militiaman understood there was something funny;

he goes by me,without any difficulty we left the camp. I go back to the

3
A e

. . . b s e rf
store, and then I was sick. | 1 md L i S
s
C.L.: This was a problem of Belzec . By the time you went to Belzec  they
had stopped the gas chambers. There were six gas chambers in Belzec ,

but they could not handle the corpses. The corpses were buried in huge pits
dug in the soil, and we know that the pits were (?) and the corpses'
dewn

ligquid was running Qub. And that is one of the reasons they stopped the

gas chambers in Belzec.

(fin de la bobine 307)
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in the train
@ Celbe: 8¢ they killed them like this,/ with cuicklime, because they were already
half-burnt and it was easier tor them.
K. In this cuamp, it is evident, 1 saw only a fraction ot the camp from the

sate I entered to the main gate, kecping as near as possible to the
barbed wire. What was deeper in the camp, I never went there. I saw some

An—efr -
I saw a solid (perhaps 8 feet) high fence...

barracks,

o DBobine n® 309 (premidre caméra )

- . eme < . . . . R L
[ La 2 caméra est toujours chargée avec la bobine 308, en deux endroits synchrone
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plan de coupe 18 et plan de coupe 19;}
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K. o then T left the camp.

Cuolie: 1l you see the loading of the 46 freight cars?

K. | counted them, but I left before. I had the cpportunity because they were
”

open. I did not stay to the end. So then I returned to the store. By the

9 way, ut that time it was full day. People were coming 1o the store. 1 entered

the siore — of course the owner knew me -~ and 1 just asked him, fCould I

use your kitchen?" Apparently the store—owner was living there, there

was o kitchen with a sink. 1 was insane. I was crazy. I entered the

kitchen, and as if in - I don't know - self-preservation, animal, I

actually disrobed myself and started to wash myself, with soap, everything.

I was washing myself! 1 remember I was washing my shoes, étarted to wash

my shces! So I stayed there, and then the man entered. He was furious:

"What a mess ycu are méking here!" Then he said "All right, allright" ~

e uiderstocd, probably. So I tock the uniform, my clothes, and stayed there.

e veanle were coming to the store. Then he came again. I just asked him one
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Mikolarczek, I began with hiw. My missicn in London was diftricvlt.

[ was deinge very well because 1 understocd my rdle. In Londen

g t¢ speak, a human being; 1 was purely a camera, a recoerding
£ ’ %) ’ :

car: icd messages from (ne pclitical party to another, [rom one
to another, from some pclitical party Lo the Prime Minister only.
’ 1 y y

T e . e

purcly memory’?

RS

cry. I had a very gocd memory. Those messages — and 1 knew 1t -
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were sometimes éontradictory. The Socialist Party would say "Our vioion

of future Poland: this time the working classes will not allow themsclves
to be manipulated by ancther dictator like Pilzuvsky. We are strongj; the
working class will take up government, and we are prepared for it. We will
do it". The Peasant Party giving messages to the peasant representativen:
"75% of the Poles are peasants; we feed this nation. We were never allcwed
to sovern Poland. This time we are ready; when Poland emerges, Foland willi
have a peasant Government and we will take the fate of the nation intc our
hands". So I understood this — that I was purely a recording machine. T
was instructed and sworn in by every political party, by the delesnie, by
every individual that I will not comment on their messages. I mighl naowver
gquestions, but on my initiative I was suppesed te he only a tape-reccerder.
. But it must have been a horrible experience, the kiliing(?)

I did very well. There was not a single complaint against me. 1 rapcrted
precisely, I had everything in my head. I repcrted correctly - there wism
never a single complaint. Bventually rumours started that the emiscary frem Poland
told different things to different political leaders. But Frime Minigter
Schikovsky eventually toock care of it. At one of the Ccuncil of Finisters
when the problem started that "Just recently we received infcrmation from
Poland" (one leader says); "We recently received information from Poland

of a different natﬁre"... General Schikcvsky eventually told me "Lieutenant,
we bhave a problem, but I straightened it out, because I teld them: Ycu did

not receive information frem Poland recently, you received messages U1 om

your own pecple to you. Be careful, keep it straight. Den't say that such

igs the sitvation because we don't know what that individual youv have in ;
NEALS
mind — all of you = told you.}le did not know bimgell"., At that time T was QQCOUA;
) , £
theroughly convinced this wag 'ithin my structure: T wac to o brck ie " i

Poland again, so I was extremely careful. Precision, no comoonts unless
~.

I wag asked for some personal]commentﬂ, T must de welle I wanted tec ¢o

S

N é.
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back to Polands I liked this kind of work, and I think I was succesnful
with it. I got the highest military decoration fer my work.

So now. The first days. I reported the first, I remember "1 have a megsage
for the President of the Republic'". "What do you have?" "Well, let the
President of the Republic pass the information teo the Government. My
instructions were to the President of the Republic".?zxrecognised all of
this, I had no difficulties. One of the first contacts — it must have heen
2, 3 or 4 days after I began to circulate — as T was instructed: "You have
messagres for the Jewish leaders. What leaders?" I gaid "Three individuals:
Shmoel Zigelboim, Dr Schwarzbald and Leon Grossfeld.. Zigelboim was tLhe
first. The message I carry was given to me in a joint session with the
Zionist leader and the Bund leader. @mm 1 see both of them together?”

Yes, it was so crganised. Schwarzbald did not show up, for one reason

or another.I saw him fcr the’meeting with Zigelboim.

Zigelboim is alone. Zigelboiﬁ?l{u:ﬁjfliﬁfiﬁ#%ﬁ%'aovernment of fice,

Stratton House.

Bobine n° 310

?[f La 2éme caméra est chargée avec la bobine 308 et tourne la coupe n® 2Q“7

L)
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Stratton Honge was one of the main Government offices. I entered the rocmy ppy
With my mission, what was also very important was to size up men. I sawv
in Zigelboim a man — with this kind of man I bhad no dealings, frankly, vexv
much, either in my underground activities or before the war. (Before the
war I entered the Polish diplematic servico)l Zigelboim, first: in cvery -
respect — his face, the way he walked, his gestures, his language — typically

proletarian. He could be an unsi-illed worker. I did nct know this kind of
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person in my life in Poland. Next: very Jewish. His Polish was not literally
Polish, wanlike the Bund leader in Warsaw, who spoke beautiful;nliterafL.

language. In Zigelbcim I bad before me a proletarian, so I was careful.

C.le: Did he have a Yiddisb accent when he spoke Polish?

K. Yes.

Celv: And he looked very Jewish?

K. He looked Jewishe. He had rough hands, you know... nothing refined about

4igelboim.

Celiu: How did he lOOk?

K. Rather smallish, noi tall at all. Not fat, physically. Nervous. Agitated.

Celie: Very nervous?

K. 4t the beginning, no. But then during the conversation, most of the time

he was puacing the room. When I spcke about the ghetto and Belzec , On
numerous occasions I would stop. He said "Why don't you talk? Talk! You

came here to talk!"™ From the very beginning we didn't start well. I

entered the room, he got up, we shook hands. He asked me in a rather sarcastic
way "Nr emissary, I was told you want to see me. What do you wanit?"

[ ansvered, "Mr Zigelboim, I don't want anything. I have messages,and 1

am suprosed to give you messages. They concern Jewish matiers in Poland

and I am going to see Dr Schwarzbald, and Dr Grossfeld."

"Jewish messages? So who sent you here?"

"l had a meeting with the Bund leader and the Zionist leader. They introduced
themselves in this". He locked at me. "Well, you don't loock Jewish to me.
They sent messages; are you Jewish?"

"No, I am not Jewish".

"All right. Well, so what?"

I gave him the messages, ome after another, as I described previously.

...z A11 the requests? L% tam

W
P

0a®

. All the requests, yes. He interrupted me several times~f"But I know all'] Pei~
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2

ahout this!" At that moment I didn't realise he did know, thrcugh the radio,

despatches etc. He was not impressed. "I know all about this!" Do then
[}
weld

Y I said "The J;wish leaders organigsed for me two visits in the ghettc and

one vigit in Belzec camé] and my instructions are to repcrt on thisa, P
particularly to the Jewish leaders. S
He said "The Jewish ghetto? Belzec ? How did you get there?"
“oliet The ghetto?
K. The Warsaw ghetto and then Belzec.
C.L.: He said "The Jewish ghetto, Belzec"?
NI

# K. The 'Jewish ghetto in Warsaw, and then camp Belzec. He sgaid "You

were there? How was it organised? Who organised it for you?" I tcld him

° how actually it was organised, snd then I gave him the materinl. My
information, what I saw. At that time I was a machine. I repcrted very often
with closed eyes. Sonetimes I did not want to see to whom I was repcrting.

Cuiies You did not want to see to whom you were repcrting?
K. Sometimes, yes, I did not want to see, I was with closed eyes. I was
conditioned very well. It was not my first mission, as you know from my

? curriculum of wartime activities. With Zigelboim, when I began to degcribe

'- this he got up and paced the floor. Mos% of the time now he paces the room.

? Sometimes I would stop. "Why did you stop! Talk! This is what you are here

fort® Ivcontrol1ed myself very well. Then he started to ask me questions.
I described the Jewish ghetto and thcese children, the dying Jew.
"Did you talk to any of them?"
1 said, "Thig was not my business. T did not talk to any of them."
"Why didn't you talk to them? Afe vou not interested in bow they felt?"
It was altogether something like a challenge against me.
C.L.: He was aggressive?
X. Oh yes, and rafher unfriendly. 7 aaid "Mr Zigelbeim, it was nco! my miscion.

I talked to the representative of the Bund, the representative «f the Zionists
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in toland, not to the Jews in the ghetlo. 1 wus not interested in talkinge

to theme Thig was not within my instructions".

“ire you interested so wuch in the Jewish problem?"

I said "1 don't know, Mr Zigelboim, now I don't know whal 1 am intercsted

in. 1 lost myself, I am not interested in anything. I was sent here to report.”
At & certain point I got upset: "Mr Zigelboim, you have no right to ask
me this kind of gquestion. If you want t¢ listen to my report, listen to
ny repcrte If you want I will walk out."
"Al) right, so talk! Talk, man! Talk!"™ He called me 'Mr Emissary', but
rather sarcastically, 'Mr EBmissary'. Talking again about the ghetto in
Harsew, vhe camp in Belzec.

Coliv: Did he ask many auestions about Belzec?

—No-~

K. {o0. He was walking. And then I saw him, something like diusintegrating.
sptarently he didn't see himself what I saw. He started to ask me guesticras.
“ome of his questions: "How did you feel about 1t?" My answer was, "1 hid
e Feoilingse I am not interested in my feolings." And again 1 said "Mr
Zigeiveim, you have no business asking me these things. Do you want to
iisten t¢ my report?"
"All ragnt, man! Talk! Talk!" Walking like a nervous, mad man, nervous,
disintegrating elmost, minute after minute. He sits down. He gels uvn. And

ihen comes the point, after the ghetto and Belzec . Before, he interrupted

"\k PSS ’
me useveral times: "I know all of this, I know all of this!" So then he says:e..

Berane n® 311 prremiére cameéra: Karski*7
AASHINGTH ~ KARSKI = 21
Ke &t & certain point he sits behind the table -~ I am on the other side of

the table, sitting as well. He is in front of me. And then, as if with

hatred, tr'rustration, after I had given him all the material, he says:
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"So what can I dot What can I do that I am not doing? I do everythins-!

I do everything possible. So what do they want me to do? What carn 1 do?"
So then I, also half in anger at that time, I gave it to him. T clesed
my eyes."Jews are dying. There will be no Jews. What is the vse of having
Jewish leaders? Let the Jews go to the most important officers, Allied

of ficers. Let them demand. If they are refused, let them go¢ cut. Let them

stay outside. Let them refuse Jdrink. Let them refuse fecd. Let them die.

Let them die a slow death. Let humanity see it. Perhaps it will mecve humariiv.

And then he jumps: "Madness! Madness! They are mad! The whcele wverld is mnd!
Madness! Madness! They are crazy! They do not understand anything! They
will not let me die! They will send two policemen, they will arrest me!
They will teke me to an asylum! They will feed me artificialiy! This is
madness! Madness! They are mad! Bverybody is mad! S0 I bhave to do something?
I don't know what! So what can I do? 1T have to do it, but 1 don't know what!
So what to do? Madness! Madness! This is a mad world! 1 bave to de! 1
don't know what to do! To whom do I do?"
I was sitting there. Then he sat down and began somehow to be more rational.
as if more friendly. He began toc ask me questions, bhow am 1 doing? Is 14
very difficult? Personal guestions. He knew about my previous miscions,
Is it difficult for me? Rather more friendly. Then 1 left him.

C.Le: Do you think he was already in complete desparation?

K. This is the point. For a moment I did nect have any doubt. He is nct
mad, he is totally normal. 1 did nct attempt any kind of what today we
call psychiatry. lHe was a leader, only he was lost in helplessness.

CeL.: Helplessness?

X. Helplessness. And apparently now, with my report, this shcewed up. He
lock=sd to me almest hateful towards everybody: the PolishCoverpment, the
Allies, the war. It was this tctal helpleginess which be could not take,

He could not control bhimself. Then of course T knew, evervhedy lknow nbont

A2

R

C T srems T s
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Sigclbolm, he was a prominent leader. lle was o Member of the Cowneil, etc.
He mwas a genuvine leader doing his best, only in that particular
conversation somehow we did not establish common ground. He was the only
4 man 1 reported to.
C.L.: It was a leng conversation?
K. Yes. It must bave been lang. As & matter of fact I was embarrassed. He was
kecping me the;g.‘
Col ez He said "I know everything", and he was keeping you.
K. After his 'breakdown' he started to ask me personal questions, sympathetic.
And then guestions abcut Poland, about how the Bund leader locked, the
S Zionist, did they lock undernocurished - human questions. Then the conver-
saticn was long. What I don't mention in my beok - and it may sound cynical,
but remember at that time I was a machine - in the second part of the meeting
I was thinking only about one thing: if be keeps me longer I am gcoing to
be late for my next appointment. At that time, all my life consisted of:
froem cne contact to another, from one man tc anocther; eating, sleeping,
T
reporting. If possible, being on time for the meeting. All the people 1
s w3 reporting to were very important pecple, and I was an insignificant
little man. My mission was important, so I kept myself under control. And
this shows perhaps that at that time'l was in a way morally ccrrupted
because, with my previous record I tock it (so to speak) for granted that
whomever 1 saw, everybody was showing me respect or admiration. Bverybody
was complimenting me. With Zigelboim, whatever I said a few minutes aguo,
11 was as if he did not want to show it. He was suspicious.
C.lbe: Do you think that the demands you asked from him -~ the demands for the
Jews in Poland - had an influence on his suicide, which he committed
exactly six months later?
Ko e comnitted suicide on May 11, 1943. This was just a few days after the

Harsow ghetto was totally destroyed as a result of the genuine Jewish
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declaration of war against Germany. Only a few days later he committed
suicide. He left a letter; of course I have the text of his letter, addressed
to the Prosident of the Polish Republic. In this letter he reproached the

-t S
Folish Government, the Allied Governmentszjﬁkd*“ab“*~
[mLu fin de la bobine 311 est alors chargée sur la 2&ne caméra et correspond aux

plans de coupe 22 et 23 du son de la bobine 312, premieéere camérq;7

Bobine n® 312 (premiére caméra)
WASHINGTON ~ KARSKI ~ 22

Celias Do you think that the requests you made to him from the Jews in Poland
had a direct influence on his suicide, which he committed exactly six
months later?

K. I don't know. I prefer to think not. What can 1 tell you? It is not a
very comfortable idea to live with. As you mentioned, and I mention in
my bock, I think about it. But I defend myself as much as I can. But I
will tell ycu about Zigelboim.
.++1 cannot escape it. Very often I have to think about what happened to
the Jews during the Second World War. It may be a result of still self-
giscipline and emotional self-defence. In my memories, even when I teach
my classes — and I have to touch the war situation in é%ntral Europe -
| don't go back to my memories of the Jewish ghetto or of Belzec. I
don't gpeak about it.

CoLes Yeu avord i%7

K. 1 avoid it. When I teach, when I speak, when I discuss, when I think
w&self, as you can imagine, for years I had nighitmares, I disciplined myself;

the Jewish problem during the Second World War — in my mind - is the
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death of Zigelboim. This is what shows, this total helplessness,
indifference of the world, indifference of the world, and the Jews perishing.
The Jews perished, and you have a Jewish leader. His name is Zigelboim.
And he says‘"I am a leader, a Jewish leader, and there are no more Jeus.

I go with them. They don't necd leaders¥ The death of Zigelboim for me shows
more than anything else the Jewish tragedy of the Second World War. About
him I speak. You forced me into this interview about the ghetto and Belzec
I don't go there when I have free will. I do go to Zigelbeim. I did not
have one single ciass in 20 years of teaching the course 'Governments and
Politics of Eastern Kurope' where, when I come to the war situation, I‘
did not tell my students "There was Zigelboim!"

Dc you remember his last letter?

Oh yuse The letter was friendly, as a matter of fact, written in a rather
matlter—ol'=fact way. No violent recriminations, a very measured style. It
way addressed to the President of the Polish Republic, but also to the
Aliied Governments and the public opinion of the world, stating what 1
said:the Jews perished, he will go with them. And then he hopes that
perhaps his death will arouse the consciousness of the world.(I know

his letter!) Then he finished the letter in a very humane way: ‘'Goodbye,
friends. I wish you success. Goodbye'. He signed it 'Shmoel Zigelboim'.

He took gas in his apartment.

This was ofter the end of the uprising.

A few days after the end of the ghetto. The Jewish war against the Third
Reich.

(+)

L
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234
Professer, you know that the subject of this film is the destruction of] Pry

-»
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the Buropean Jews, the Holocaust. I would like to know among all the vfficia},?ﬁ1g
political leaders to whom you delivered your reporé&‘did you have the
chance to mentiog}specifically the Jewish problem, this destruction of
the Jews. I assume you had a lot of other things to report, but becaunse
the subject of this film is the one I have just named, T would like ‘o
know what possibilities there were for you to talk abcut this, whe wag
interested and how? And how did they react?
I understand the subject of thig film you are making. Ycu hepe it will
be shcwn eventually, probably the segpnd part. You want to have ifostimonies,
interviews, for histcerical reccrds - for archives. This T uvnderat:nd, nnd
I must be very precise. And now f“gshgyou to bear with me, »nd to wvaderstand
my possibilities and my mission in the so-called Western 'free world'.
Dealing with Polish Geovernment leaders, political leaders, Poclish Jewich
leaders. Because of the nature of my mission I travelled, as you kncow,
several times, because within the statute of my mission was I o= ooing
back to Poland. I was a very important manj; I was a hero. Bverylbhing w:s
at my dispcsal. I met the most impcrtant men; they catered to me. To
whomever I gspoke I could say "I have not finished -~ I héve more to say".
- 23A.
On many occasicns I was in such a situvation with General Schikovsky, whom Pit
I saw at least five times: "General, I bave not finished yet". He would

say "Lieutenant, my secretary will inform ycu when I will be free for you"|.

So with the Polish sgide of my mission I had great poésibilities to report,
and I-did repdrtJ You are asking the second part of'my repcrt. Ye have te
make a distinction now: with the English or Americansd6rtain politicnl

léaders, like Jewish leaders - they listened to me, they even let me repcrt.

With those great'intellectual leaders — poets, writers etc. - frankly I
P

felt free.[I wevld press myself,'etill there is more, still 1 want you
to know more'! - H.(l, Wells, Koestler, this kind of people. Specking about

Government leaders in Great Britain and the United States, 1 met all of
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234 .
them as a result of the Poligh Governmunt'g:} usually the Prime Minister's -
Jfineay

request. "Mr Secretary for Foreign Affairs, I wish that you receivel a

nwost recent agent from Poland, who has material of interest to His

Majesty's Government"”.
Bobine n® 313
WASHINGTON — KARSKI - 24

K. Hven at that time I had suspicions, having met some of thcse leaders — and
whemever T met, I speak only about Government leaders, they were the
most lmpertant people in the United States and in Great Britain - sometimes

Shew

I cculd not aveid the suspicion that altogether they saw me as a matter
¢f courtesy. In London the Prime Minister asked them to see some recently
wrrived agent from the Polish underground, and his report might be of
interest to His Majesty's Government or t¢ that particular Minister or
devernment leader. In the United States it was the Ambassador, f course-
everything was in his hands. You must realise that at that time I was nci
sllowed te have any contacts. I had tc report tc the proper oftfices of every
man 1 met. 1 was free t¢ go to the theatre, tc¢ a night club, to dinner -
I hew plenty of movey, of course — to bu, amyself new clothes, or whatever.
T ¢.uld nov nave contacts on my own initiative, only s instructed: "You
are going to see such~und-~such a leader", The same in the United BSrlates,
¢f course. I had to live in the Bmbassy, I was not allowed to live in a
hetels T lived all the time on the premises.

Colw: How did it happen with Roogevelt?

ko with Fresident Roosevelt. The Polish Ambasgsador in Washinéton was informed
aboul my existence in London. Before coming to London I did not expect

te g¢ te the United States. It was the Polish Ambassador who in his reports

)
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te the Prime Minister suggested he thinks that it may be useful if,

belore returning to Poland, Karski will come secretly to the United Statles.

The Awmbassador is pretty sure he wili .ret him in tcuch with the key members

of' the Government and the preper people. He hopes the President himself

will be interested in his report.' Once we received this report, General ¢
Bchikovsky told me "Lieutenant, you go to Washington before you go to

Poland".,

1 arrived in Washington...
(fin cassette 13)

(Cassette e ldf
I ¢rrived in Washington, Ambassador C&\KRNOWSKJ already totally
acouainted with my material. T stayed at the Embascy. As you can imigine,
avery mcerning and every evening we talked abcut what happened in Foland.
The west intimate talks were when there was a sort of ritual in the evening
wlfter dinner, before going to bed. The Ambassador would walk his dqg,(}ﬂob&€K7J 
and I would go as the Ambassador always invited me to come with bim. Then
we wvould, most intimate, even MadwmaCEnH&NmM&RA—Ashe may see this film,
she now lives in Belgium = even she was nol present. And then, sometimes,
(he Lold me?) his worries and his fears, and all that. At a certain point
e lells me, " Jobnny , listen: the President of the United States wishes
to ses you". He briefed me. As a matter of fact, all the time he
criticized me on <ne point, mainly: " Johnny , you are inclined to
talk toc much. You must acquire precision. You bave precision, to be
concise. You realise the people I am going to introduce you to are the
mceost powerful people. Poland is a minor concern for themj; they have the
whole worlde They waged this war, so be careful, concise, precision.

C«ncentrate rather on their guestions. Try to answer their questions."
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The President comes. He gives me the same brefing: "Now you be careful.
You are geing to see the most powerful man on this globe: This man
evidently is busy. He thinks in terms of the war,‘of'humanity.”i
Itoosevelt had this inclination, which Ambassador(;bn{&NOMNKﬁnstructed me.
“He thinks that after this war the buman race will be organised in such
a wWay: no more wars, and he will play a key role in this arrangement.
S0, again, be brief, be concise. 1 am not going fo takg part';ﬁ the
conversation. I will go with you, as required by diplomatic protocol. I
have to certify your veracity, introduce you ﬁo the President, ;nd then
I will sit guietly. So don't rely on me. I will be unable to help you
1n any way. It may be that the President will ask me a question, and then
I will answer the guestion. So I don't know how the conversation will
develops I don't know how long you will stay with the President. You
‘r Cn o your own, now be wise.l."
“ith this kind of briefing, the limousine brings us to the White House.
Phe Ambassador is punctual, the President is punctual. His secretary leads
me to his offices. I see Roosevelt. He locked like a world leader,

A vorld leader?
4 world leader, yese. It struck mele was more than the President cof the
United States. His formulations, his gestures - he did consider himself

. wer'td leader. He sits bebind his desk. Behind him of course all the
Amwerican flags, very impressive, the whole wall covered by them. A
very high chair - the 'Grand Seigneur'. I was warned, 'He will not get up
10 shake your hand? he is crippled'. He shakes.hands. "Please sit down,
Hrimbassadore. Mr Karski,bliknow about youe. I have ﬁeen informed of your
great contribution to the Allied cause. I am»sufé that you would like
me to be informed(about things in‘Polénd.'You‘realise that. throughout my
enltire mission, for me the Jewish problem was not thé only prpblem. For

me Lhe key problem was Poland,. . , Soviet demands, Communists
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in the ynderground movement, fear of the Polish nation; What is going to
happen to Poland? This was the eunphasis.
Coliv: UF your mistion?

Ko 7Yes, of my misuion, ajd of my concern, naturally. I speak lo the
President in those terms, expectations, fear among the leaders. "All
hope, Hr President, bhas been placed by the Polish nation in the hands
of Franklin Delano Roosevelt".

C.l..z Yeu said this, in proper words?

¥. Oh yves, in the same words: not '"the President", but "Franklin Delano

Rocgevelt", He sits. I describe to him, thinki?f how much time I have.

AR fwu S

Then T ceme to the Jewish problem. "Hr Presideni,] I have also a mission

cn behalf of the Polish Jews...

Fobine n™ 314

VASHINGTON —~ KARSKI - 25

e

lir President, befcre having lett Foland 1 was charged with this wmission
o

Ly the most important Jewish leaders. They (rganised for meijvisits in the
chetto. 1 saw an extermination camp, the name is Belzec = Belwl=Z-f-C -
#r President, the situation is horrible. The point is that without ontside
help the Jews will perish in Poland. The end of them". 1 remember every
second of this conversation. "The allied nationse.."

Coliez What did be answer specifically?

£. He enters the picture now -~ nothing.

C.t..: This was the end of your report? It came at the end, the Jewish...

¥+ 1 never had the chance... So now, his answer: "The Allied nations.are
coing to win thig war! No more wars! Justice will bé done. Your country

w11l be wlive again, more prosperous than before. Criminals will be
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punished. The United States will not abandon your country. Poland, as
recompensation, will receive EKagt Prussia, or a part of Bast Prussia.
No more corridor." Now to the Ambassador: "What do you think about it?"
A Of course Mr Ambassador loves it, only he wants all of Eastern Prussia!
Not part of Bastern Prussia! A short conversation. Then: "When you retuen
to Poland you will tell your Polish leaders that this country will
never fail them. They have a friend in the President of the United
States". And now he asks me guestions. Do you know the questions he
asked me? "Do I understand correctly, young man, that before the war
Poland was essentially an agricultural country?"
> "Yes, Mr President; it was so".
"From what we understand of the Russian campaign, the Germans had to
use a tremendous number of horses. Did they take those horses from
PFolund? Because with your agricultural economy, you need horses.'
“"Mr President, yes". He asked me other questions. I had no chance,
except my initial statement, to say '"Mr President, listen to me"... Well,
you don't speak to the Pregsident of the United States. No Jewish problem
was mentioned until the end of the conversation, which lasted one hour and
20 minutes.
Col.: Bxcuse my insisting, but this is my 'Thema'; about the Jews, did he
ask specific questions?

Ko MNco Mot a single one. What I said, I said only on my initiative as an .
opening statement, when he asked me "I presume you want to pass certain :
information, bring attention to it."

C.l.: You said everything about the Jews at the end, And he did not ask one iv
speclific guestion?

K. Hot a single one.

Celo.: Hew do you.explain this?

K. 1 don't know, He did make a gesture; what was the significance of this
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gesture? Wag it a gesture, or was it an expression of good will of the
centre of power, who does not deal with particular problems? I don't
know until today. Wiser people than I could not decipher FDR, he was a
great man. After we left the White House, of course we retﬁrned to the
mbassy « The Ambassador gave me a typist, he went to another room with
another typist, and his instructions: "You write your report, and I
write my report. Johnny, be careful. Bverything counted. If you noticed
his smile, put it in the report. We just saw the cenire of power of
humanity. And then we will compare our reports. I have to send a report
to London." So we cooked up whatever it was. Then comes the problem. 1
think it was the next day, very soon, it might even have been the same
evening. The Ambassador sees me and says "I have got a message from the
Uhite House. Apparently the President would like you to see the following
individuals, and he wants you to pass to them all your repcrits. On that
list ~ it was a long list - some individuals: there was Rabbi Weiss,
whem I saw already, by the way; Goldmann; Waldmann I remember; as a
matier of fact there was a Jesuit priest, a certain Father Walsh...
Cobia: And there was a Justice ofvthe Supreme Court?

K. Yes, Justice Frankfurter I saw on the recommendation of President
Roosevelt. There were other names: Secretary of War, Jimpson; Secretary
of State, Gordon g::: (#); Archbishop Sperman(?®); Archbishop Mconie(% ;

Cicobnian
frchbishop Strich; the Apostolic Delegate, ﬂeshﬁhlnazii(f)...
GC.lie: "he delegate from the Pope?

K. "The Apostolic Delegate from the Pope. I interpreted this, as did the
Ambassador, that thé President was interested in the Jewish problem.
Only, on his level the problem was not, 'so to speak, under his direct
jurigdiction. He sent me to the people whoy he considered, could actually

take scome action, knowing that I was sent on his recommendation.

Colie: Did you ycourself feel the tragic discrepancy between the demands, the
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hepeless expectations of the people in Warsaw - the Jews you metl - and

o the result of this visit, where there was no communication?

A K. I understand. History has passed, 3% years have passed, so I understand
vour film archives. After my audience with President Rocsevelt 1 was sc
overuhelmed by this fact: T reported to the President of the United
States. I did not think about anything else. I was tctaily overwhelmed.,
Years passed, of course now I think about it: what was the significaﬁce?
I don't have the answer. Perhaps he wanted, expected others to do, perhaps
they did do things. None of the Allied leaders, on the level on which I
met them, would tell me what he was going to do. Perhaps if I want to be
sceptical or cynical, perhaps he passed the buck. Perhaps it was an act

of courtesy towards the Polish Ambassador: I am doing something within

your man's mission. 7 An'+ know -
Bceoine nt 319
WASHINGTUHN — KARSKI - 26
K. & fow days later the Ambassador tells me: "Johnny, you are going to see

Justice Frankfurter. He will come here."
Colio: Jusgtice Frankfurter was a member ¢f the Supreme Court?

K. Of the Supfeme Court. Again he gave me his briefing~ "He will come here".
mxcept Cabinet members, usually pecple came to the Embassy. I lived in the
Embassy. S0, "He will come here", Again he gave me his briefing : "Now,
Johnny, azain be careful" — he always briefed me - "all knowledgeable
people consider this man the most brilliant man in the Administration. As
a Justice of the Supreme Court - the institution is very important, but
for years he is a confidant of the President. All Ameriéa knows about it.

Coelies And he was a Jew?
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He says “"Jcehnny, he is a4 Jew, so be sure hé will be interested in your
repori®. So I wait. On the appointed hour - I remember it was between
breakfast and lunch, in the morning - on time, I was sitting in the living
room, the galon. The Ambascador comes from the firsf flocr with Jusﬁice
Frankfurter - a little man. He did emanate Brilliance. Very aiért, his eyes.
Unimpressive physically, a little man, Jewish-locking. Very friendly,
smiling, towar&s me all the time friendly. Several times he called me
'young man' during our conversation. We introcduce ourselves, we sit down.
CU kawowSski '
Hle in front of me,(}UmhﬂﬁNl cen my left, Justice Frankfurter sjarts:
"Mr Karski, I have been invited by my very good friend your Ambassador to
come herve to see you. I wus also advised that I should see you. Apparently
you hove some information which I should know. What do you have to say?"
Mglanswered "Sir, I don't know what you are interested in. Could you ask
me vsome questions? It would be easier for me."
"Young man, do you know that I am a Jew?"
"Yes, Sire Mr Ambassador told me about this".
"Well, tell me about the Jews. We have here many reports. What happens to
the Jews in your country?"
I become a machine again. 1 give my (?)e The man sits. I remember he
looked as if smaller and smaller. Somehow like (?). Locking at the
floor; he listens, he does not interrupt me. I report, as you know frcm
this film. Usually it lasted fifteen, twenty minutes. I told him: the
Jewish leaders, the ghetto, Belzec ; those fifteen, twenty minutes passed
~nd then stop. Justice Frankfurter sits, locks at me still at this moment.
Then tells me the following: "Young man, as I mentioned I have been
informed about your activitiess I was told that you came out of hell,
and I was told that you are going back to hell. My admiration for people
(& &) | o |
like you. Young man, I am no longer young. I am a judge of menj; men like

me, men like you must be totally honest. 1 am telling you I da not believe
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yout 1 .
CorKAaNTWsKi
CrtoonthNl breaks in: "Felix! What are you talking about? You know about
him, he saw the President, he was checked and rechecked ten times -~ in
ngland, here. Felix, he is mot lying!"
Frankfurter: "Mr'Ambassador, I did not say that he is lying. I said that
1 dun't believe him, These are different things. My mind, my heart, they
( 5,'ancar)

ars made in such a way that I cannot accept it. No! No!"'I murmured
something, that it was a shock to me. He began (?). Eventually he did
nol me a few friendly guestions.

Cole: Did he tell you "I know the human soul..."

Ko "I am a judge of men. I know humanity, I kncw man! Impossible!"™ Was he
sincere?

Cuoliet That wus my gquesiion

Ko ‘“as 11 an act? A theatrical act? What could 1 do? How can you argue with

Justice Frankfurter? Crepean, tells me he is a powerful man.

Coelie: He was even a key figure in the Jewish community, the centre of power there

LG .

ke o5, when he asked "Mr Karski, do you know who I an?" I said “Yes, you

sre an associate Justice of the Supreme Gourt.'" And then I cracked a little:

"Wy Ambassador also told me that you are a very important man". Justice
fronkfurter looks at OweBalilAMy , and then he introduced himself.,

Coliw: “hat was the meaning of this, according to you — "I don't believe you".

K. 1 think he believed me, of course; I have no doubt he did his best, whatever

he could have done. He tock it for granted I was going back to Foland;
probabtly he wanted to show me that the world is unprepared, this is an
unprecedented problem, a horrible problem. Probably he wanted to impress
UDON M€ e o

tobe: Did be ask you specific guestions,like Zigelboim?

r « ‘v' 6
K. Ne¢. he did not come to Zigelboim.)‘F*’»“Q' '

LN
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Colia: Mo, T am not talking about Zigelboim. 1f, Yike Zigelboim, he asked
specific questions?
&

Bobine 316
WASHIHGTON = LARSKI -~ 27

K. (n o certain day I received instructions: "You are going to see Lord
Selborne'".. 4he instructions eoming from the Prime Minister, as afwayu.
"Who is Lord Selborne?"

"Pubiic opinion does not know about it of course, but he is in charge of
the British Government of the Buropean underground movements."

Coelie: A member of the War Office?

K. Of the War Office, it was called, yes. Organisational problems; radio;
comwunicationsy financing — on behalf of the British Government he belongec
tc¢ this. The instructions were: it is worth while seeing him, to report;
he miy be helpful in every respect. He is an cperational officer.

I 7o to see Lord Selborne. An old man by that time already, a typically
tnglish aristocrat - self-disciplined, precise, friendly, correct,
receiving me as he should.

C.lie: Your report?

K. tliy report. He was essentially interested in the operations of the
Polish underground movement. Diversion, sabctage - what was my evaluation?
'hat do we need? Does cooperation with the British work correctly? I
come tc the Jewish problem: "Your Lordship, I have also a mission on
behalf of the Jews. I visited the ghetio twice, I visited the camp at
selzec. Would your lordship like to hear? I more or less fold him the
whole story, and then, at a certain point, I finished. Lord Belborne,

tad b tuminral Tnelich carrertness. henevnlence. tolerance. rationalitv.
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angwers: "kMr Karski, during the First World War we were propagandising that
the Gorman scldiers were crushing the heads of Belgian babies against the
wali. I think we were deing a good job. We had to weaken German morale,

we had to arouse hostility towards Germany. The war was a veryvbloédy Ware
We knew it was untrue. Speak about your problem, your réport. Try to

arcuse public opinion. I want you to know you do contribute to the Allied
couse. We want this kind of report. Your mission is very important".

He was clearly telling me, "Mr Karski, you know and Ivknow it isn't so".

: "It's not true, but it's gocd for propaganda?"

Yesg

Celiez The same problem as in the first lorld War?

Ke Yeg
LoashiHonei « KARSKL - 28
Gol woderstand you conveyed the requests of the Jewish leaders to all the

pronlc you met in Bngland and the United States. Without entering the details

. Lthe snswer of each one, what is your general aprreciation of their

answers? Were they interested, or was it considered by them as a minor

i farr?

“he Allied Government leaders - British and Americans —~ did not show
inierest in details. They did not ask me questions to elaborate on my
peneralities - "horrible, unprecedented, I saw it," etc. The people 1
met were actvally the key people in the British and American Governments.
wideatly for them, an altogether Polish problem was not an essential problem.
“'1th a Polish problem, a young agent coming from Poland reporting on the
Jewss The Jews had no country of their ownj; they were not members of the

sllited Council.

©.l..: Jc yen think you succeeded in your report, in the way you reported,



?
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de you think you succeeded in conveying the most essential fact - that
1t wos the extermination of a whole people?
K. Yess In most cases in no more detailed way, as you stated yourself this
moment. In most cases I had no opportunity to enter into more details,
CeL.: Why? Because you had no time?
Ko Because they did not ask me. How do you tell iiden, Roosevelt, Stbnson (e,
Cordell HALL ;"I Qant you to listen to me! I want to give you details!"
Celie: For instance, with a man like Eden, did you have the opportunity to
describe the death camp at Belzec and the story of the train with the
guicklime? |
K. No, nune whatsoever.
Calia: Impessible?
K. Jmpossible! 1 was counting every minute, and Dr Rettinger, sort of chief
of gtarf for General Schikovsky, was with me. Again, I was briefed by him:
"I den't know how much time Eden will give you. We had to work very hard
for him to receive you altogether". So, essentials, essentials. I did
state to Bden, "I was in the ghetto twice, T was in Belzec" in general
torms borrible, total helplessness — "They are perishing,without cutside
help they will perish, all of them. This is what the Jewish leaders asked
me to say, and this is my conviction".
nden answers: "Mr Karski, do I understand you correctly? That your report
on this matter you passed to the Polish Government?"
"Yes, Sir".
"1 presume the Polish Government will inform His Majesty's Government on
ihis subject. Hig Majesty's Government will take proper action". This
wass hls answer.

P
Colie: And Cordell W8, Secretary-of State of the United States?

Al
k., Cordell nmma? Total lack of interest all together.

b Hew waa thise Tank o interecst acshown?
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Ko WMy criginal stotement, the same. Belzec, the ghetto, 2 or 3 minutgsbin the
most general terms. The conversation was switched - again, Poland. "Does
tbe Government control your underground, by the way, does the Government
support? What do you expect from the American Government? You realise
we have the problem with the Soviet Union. Are your leaders awére of
the territorial gquestions?" How do you tell Cordell H#kb, "Sir, stop!

I want to talk!" You understand?
Cuebie: And the delegate of the Pope, W! ClCOG—NlA-NI?

=y ¥
K. Henign. Archbishop. Very friendly} treating mee..

aB(:bine nt 317
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Gelie: .3 the Apostolic Delegate, Archbishcp Giovanni Vniteemnyems 3 CICOGNIAN\ 7

Be  Wers iriendly, benign. He called me several times "My son", commending
my aclivities. I reported to him again the Jewish part. He was very much
interested in the Catholic Church, the Catholic faith of the Polish
people under the present horrible circumstances."Do they still follow
the Holy Mother Church? The hierarchyis praying for us. You can be sure,
my scn, whatever you told me will be reported to propef ecclesiastical
authcrities. May (God be with you."

Colies And the Jews? And the Jews?

K. No reawction.

Cele: No reaction? And Spillman, Archbishop Spillman?

X. 'The same. Mocnie, the same. Strich, the same. I want to say, again for -
the sake of the record, that I don't say it in criticism or condemnation
of' any one of them. They had their own problem -~ the Catholic Church

operates in any circumstances = under slavery, under feudalism, under
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Hitler, under Stalin - the Church has its own problems, the Church has

to act, the Church has spiritual considerations.

L 4
C.lie: But there was really no special comment, or sign of iet‘s say compassion
¢ about the Jews?

K. Here again I want to be precise. 3% years have passed. What was the part-
icuiar comment of any one cf them on the subject - did they answer "Horrible",
did they answer. 1 don't remember. You understand my problem, I don't
wunt to lie, you know, I don't want to be imprecise.

2 C.lie: Let's come to the influential American Jews, let's take Rabbi Stefan

Heiss, President of the World Jewish Congress.

!, k. Mirst as a personality: dignified, he looked like a philosopher, evidently
wware of his importance. ¥ery friendly, matter-of-~fact. He impressed me,
because he was asking me many questions, not so much on the ghetto or
the Belzec camp, but questions pertaining to the health of the Jews in
'eland,.

Celio: cere ycu able to describe to Weiss, for instance, the Belzec camp, the
train®

$A

K. Yes.

® Celio: ilow did he react?

K. frankly, 1 don't remember. The way I see him”in my memory, again this kind

i man as I have him in my head, he was not emotional on this.
C.he: You remember Zigelboim, but you canvot remember Weiss.
K. Yes. Zigelboim for obvious reasons. Rabbi Weiss asked me many guestions,

for ingtance, money. If the financial help goes through the Polish Government,

is 1t effective? How do we do it? I had information on this subject, mainly:
If there is an emergehcy, the delegate of the Polish Government has funds,
in Yarsaw, he has funds in dollars, in pounds, in the Folish cufrency, in
the German currency. If thére is an emergency and the Polish Government

- instructs the delegate of the Government in Poland to advance monéy
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immediately, the delegate has possibilities to do it. But of coufse the
Py delegate will expect that eventually this money, in such a currency, would
be forwarded to him. He has his own budget. So Weigs was interested in..
1 want to say something that pertains to Goldmann.
Celia: Ok, say it.

Ke Goldmann, for instance. First, persocnality. He locked like a businessman,
or he acted like-a businessman. I don't know what his profession was, but
again, very much interested in those technical problems, without
emphasising reprisals, bombing. In what way help could be given to the
Jews, mostly financial, medecine, how do I see this problem? Food,
currency and passports.

Celia: "hat did they say about the requests from the Jewish leaders in Warsaw,

I mean the retaliatory bombings of German towns, but with explanations,
and the execution of war prisoners or German naticnals? Did you mention this
to them?

K. Oh, yes.

Culies find what did they answer?
K. Again, on particular points I would not remember. On the point of reprisals

against German nationals ...
(cassette 14 B)

eso against German nationals and against German war prisoners, there was
not a single individual, Jewish or non-Jewish - "This cannot be done".
C.L.: But generally speaking, when the Jews in Warsaw said that their problem -
their destruction - could?gz handled in a purely military manner, that one
had te¢ find something else, did these people — specifically British Jews -

understand this or not?

ro Thoy didess
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Colie (23000, rescue through victory?

K. No, they did understand this problem. They sympathised with_thé Polish Jews,
some thing has to be done in this respect. They will do tﬁeir.best, cee

Celes Did you have the feeling that they understood the fantastic emergency,
that every day was too late?” Because this is what you were in chargevto
convey.

K. 1 think they dia not. If was a serious problem, a tragic problem. '"VWe are
doing our best. So much can be done, the rest cannot be done. We are doing
whatever we can in this problem.'" From the Jewish leaders I was rather getting
this kind of reaction. Jewish leaders, most of them interestea ~ how to do

83

i1? Goldmann, as I mentioned, was very interested in the questiion of
prsopoerts.

e.liet Do you recall your meeting with - this i1s a British one -~ Richard Lowe,
who 1 now Lerd Coleraine and was in April 1943(?) the British delegate to
the: Jermuda conference on the so-calied refugee question?

he ¢ was Parliamentary undersecretary for the Foreign Office in 1943.

C.l..: Do you remember?

K. I think that he was more disinterested than others. In this particular
part of my mission, but I do not remember any particular points. Somehow
it stands in my mind. I éay be unfair. You realise, T met dozens and dozens

of peeple 39 years ago, and I know I should not...

Coboz Vhat is the meaning of Belzec in Washington?

. . . . . &
Bobine—~images n® 308b éfqui est la suite de la bobine 308 chargée dans la 2°7¢
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Coties T don't know how to put this question - what is the meaning of Belzec or



Colie

C.L.

K.

6O KARSKI — 30 - Suite

Tfeblinka seen from Washington? Or from New York? (I mean at the time) Or
from London? Ycurself, for instance; when you were reporting every day,
like a machine, as you say, did you remember Belzec'ﬁhen you were 1in
Washington?

Yes. Of course, not in the way I remember it now, as I mentioned. Now I

am much weaker emotionally, so I bresk down, I aveid it. At that time, I
was a machine. I was reportinge.

: How do you judge the people who did not grasp the real meaning of what
it was? Is it possible 1o grasp Belzec when one lives in Washington, a
completely other world?

At that time, probably not. It might have been possible if every one of
those individuals actually was there, hecause now, all of us ~ we are
intelligent people. It was unprecédented. This kind of thing really never
happened. For a normal human being, educated, having political responsibility,
a leader, 211 of us - our brain, our concepts — can operate only within
certain limits: what the environment, becks, knowledge, puts into our
brains. At a certain point, probably our brains are not able to grasp
certain things.

: ''here were many horrors in this war, and there are many horrible things
which happen since the war, up till now. Do you think something can today
be compared to the destruction of the Jews?

Neo L don't know of anything. Throughout human history I don't know of
anything which could be compared. This is a problem now. Take the problem
of the Second World War. Bvery nation suffered, and I don't hesitate to
say that probably the Russians‘suffered the most — 20 million people
destiroyed. And then the Greeks come in line — I know about them - and then

Serbs come in line, and then Poles.
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The question could be asked -~ and at varicus stages of this film this question
emerged - is there any comparison between what happened to the European
Jews during the Second World War, and any happening in past history?
Whatever I know about history, it is totally unique. It was a problem in
1tself unprecedented historically. Humanity, one could say - healthy
humanity, rational humanity which did not see it with their own eyes, were
net actually there - they had no precedent to compare it with. As you know,
I mentioned this 35 years ago. I have becn conditioned by the American
¢nvironment. Naturally in my mind I know it was true. I cannot handle 1t.
thal T saw, in this respect — Jewish extermination — is incomprehensible
for me. [ cannot handle it. I can hendle perfectly well the Polish problem,
¢ discuss it in my classes - Czech, Serb, Russian — 1 comprehend. I could
speak about it calmly, ratiocnally. History is cruel to many nations and
many individuals. I run away. I try to eliminate what I saw as far as the
Jews were concerned. Not only had history not seen such an event before,
but nothing has happened since then which could be compared. Again, history
is cruel. Nations fight, individwals hate, political considerations enter
the picture, conguest, torture, prison, collective responsibility, wars,
victorious wars, defeats in war, we see it now! We lock around the world
and we have it. Nothing can be compared with this. The problem is: this

is unique, unprecedented, so who could (this is my speculation)
comprehend? You woulddprobably actually have to take Lord Selborne and
pliace him in Belzec! Of course this is impossible - Lord Selbernes do

not end their lives in Belzec, they end their lives in bed, regardless

ol whether war was won or lost.
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This is this uniqueness, which I am sure even now humanity does not grasp.
Nazi Germany and Hitler — total defeat. Hitler died like a rat, a self-
inflicted death, naturally in despair, frustraticn. Humanity betrayed him,

he lost, Germany lost the war. And now again you have a unique situation:

he won a war. He won a war against the Jews. All his plans, all his policies
were tctally successful. He won. Bven this is unprecedented.

Victory on such a scale, which means 5 to 6 million people of the same group -
and this means all of them - destroyed. This is unprecedented, unigue. It

did not happren before, it did not happen since.

( plan de coupe muet numéroté Washington — 32 )
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K. Aftcr a few months of my secret activities reporting on the situation in
Poland, it became evident that I saw too many people. 1 became known.
The decision was made — I am not going back to Poland during the war. From
that moment I began my activities: I delivered over 200 lectures. Bither
I contributed to articles, or 1 qute articles, or 1 inspired articles by
more talented writers than I wasess

Col.. This means you talked to everyboéy?

K. Yes. In the most important dailies of Great Britain and the United States.

tventually my bock was published. My book became very popular, it became
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‘Book of the Month Club'. As a result of wmy lectures, activities ahd the
bock was all over the American press, the British press. Articles
&Lux,wk‘ﬁ»!
appeareld, Soviet Russia's official magazine published articles. Here you
have mostly American, you have the same, naturally in France. Eventually
my bock was published in France, Bweden, Norway, Switzerland...

Cuol.: Yes, but all this was after the war. What interests me is what was during
the war,

K. So these were the articles, reviews, either of my various lectures, or
on my booke
(shows the articles) ... Congressional Record... Time Magazine...

New York Herald Tribune... American Mercury (my visit to the Warsaw ghett:.’
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K. e hers are the articles which were published in the most important pase
Mew Yeorker, Harpers Bazaar, 3an Francisco Chronicle, Pittsburgh,

“ooton Messachusetts ('Poland Fights'), Congress Weekly, the Americur
Lercury, Colliers, a feature magazine with some artists whco tried t- dew o
evidently, Belzec camp on my report.

Colius 1t is well done, isn't it?

K. Yes, essentially it does give the spirit of 1t if not, naturally, deta-

7.1.es They knew everything?

K. Public opinion knew at the time. Bvidently the Governments knew. Hvide- 13
very important intellectuals knew. Many of them did try to do their bes-,
with, however, the final result that Hitler won his war.

C.l.: In spite of this.

K. Yes. The Jews were left alone to perish.
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(Korski tourne les pages du livre sans commentaire)
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K. “The public opinion, as well as the Governments, of the Allied nations

cannot say that they did not know.

(fin)



